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(i) There is a delay by the inter-
mediary in making payment to the
SNF.

(ii) Due to an exceptional situation,
there is a temporary delay in the
SNF’s preparation and submittal of
bills to the intermediary beyond its
normal billing cycle.

(2) Approval of payment. An SNF’s re-
quest for an accelerated payment must
be approved by the intermediary and
CMS.

(3) Amount of payment. The amount of
the accelerated payment is computed
as a percentage of the net payment for
unbilled or unpaid covered services.

(4) Recovery of payment. Recovery of
the accelerated payment is made by
recoupment as SNF bills are processed
or by direct payment by the SNF.

[64 FR 41682, July 30, 1999]
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414.316 Payment for physician services to
patients in training for self-dialysis and
home dialysis.

414.320 Determination of reasonable charges
for physician renal transplantation serv-
ices.

414.330 Payment for home dialysis equip-
ment, supplies, and support services.
414.335 Payment for EPO furnished to a
home dialysis patient for use in the

home.

Subparts F-G [Reserved]

Subpart H—Fee Schedule for Ambulance

Services

414.601 Purpose.

414.605 Definitions.

414.610 Basis of payment.

414.615 Transition to the ambulance fee
schedule.

414.620 Publication of the ambulance fee
schedule.

414.625 Limitation on review.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 1102, 1871, and 1881(b)(1) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1302,
1395hh, and 1395rr(b)(1)).

SOURCE: 55 FR 23441, June 8, 1990, unless
otherwise noted.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes af-
fecting this part appear at 60 FR 50442, Sept.
29, 1995, and 60 FR 53877, Oct. 18, 1995.

Subpart A—General Provisions

§414.1 Basis and scope.

This part implements the following
provisions of the Act:

1802—Rules for private contracts by Medi-
care beneficiaries.

1833—Rules for payment for most Part B
services.

1834(a) and (h)—Amounts and frequency of
payments for durable medical equipment and
for prosthetic devices and orthotics and pros-
thetics.

1834(1)—Establishment of a fee schedule for
ambulance services.

1834(m)—Rules for Medicare reimburse-
ment for telehealth services.

1848—Fee schedule for physician services.

1881(b)—Rules for payment for services to
ESRD beneficiaries.

1887—Payment of charges for physician
services to patients in providers.

[67 FR 9132, Feb. 27, 2002]

§414.2 Definitions.

As used in this part, unless the con-
text indicates otherwise—

§414.4

AA stands for anesthesiologist assist-
ant.

AHPB stands for adjusted historical
payment basis.

CF stands for conversion factor.

CRNA stands for certified registered
nurse anesthetist.

CY stands for calendar year.

FY stands for fiscal year.

GAF stands for geographic adjust-
ment factor.

GPCI stands for geographic practice
cost index.

HCPCS stands for CMS Common Pro-
cedure Coding System.

Physician services means the following
services to the extent that they are
covered by Medicare:

(1) Professional services of doctors of
medicine and osteopathy (including os-
teopathic practitioners), doctors of op-
tometry, doctors of podiatry, doctors
of dental surgery and dental medicine,
and chiropractors.

(2) Supplies and services covered
“incident to’ physician services (ex-
cluding drugs as specified in §414.36).

(3) Outpatient physical and occupa-
tional therapy services if furnished by
a person or an entity that is not a
Medicare provider of services as de-
fined in §400.202 of this chapter.

(4) Diagnostic x-ray tests and other
diagnostic tests (excluding diagnostic
laboratory tests paid under the fee

schedule established under section
1833(h) of the Act).
(5) X-ray, radium, and radioactive

isotope therapy, including materials
and services of technicians.

(6) Antigens, as described in section
1861(s)(2)(G) of the Act.

(7) Bone mass measurement.

RVU stands for relative value unit.

(8) Screening mammography serv-
ices.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 42492, Sept. 15, 1992; 58 FR 63686, Dec. 2,
1993; 59 FR 63463, Dec. 8, 1994; 60 FR 63177,
Dec. 8, 1995; 63 FR 34328, June 24, 1998; 66 FR
55322, Nov. 1, 2001]

§414.4 Fee schedule areas.

(a) General. CMS establishes physi-
cian fee schedule areas that generally
conform to the geographic localities in
existence before January 1, 1992.

(b) Changes. CMS announces proposed
changes to fee schedule areas in the
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§414.20

FEDERAL REGISTER and provides an op-
portunity for public comment. After
considering public comments, CMS
publishes the final changes in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

[59 FR 63463, Dec. 8, 1994]

Subpart B—Physicians and Other
Practitioners

SOURCE: 56 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991; 57 FR
42492, Sept. 15, 1992, unless otherwise noted.

§414.20 Formula for computing fee
schedule amounts.

(a) Participating supplier. The fee
schedule amount for a participating
supplier for a physician service as de-
fined in §414.2 is computed as the prod-
uct of the following amounts:

(1) The RVUs for the service.

(2) The GAF for the fee schedule area.

(3) The CF.

(b) Nonparticipating supplier. The fee
schedule amount for a nonparticipating
supplier for a physician service as de-
fined in §414.2 is 95 percent of the fee
schedule amount as calculated in para-
graph (a) of this section.

[62 FR 59101, Oct. 31, 1997]

§414.21 Medicare payment basis.

Medicare payment is based on the
lesser of the actual charge or the appli-
cable fee schedule amount.

[62 FR 59101, Oct. 31, 1997]

§414.22 Relative value units (RVUs).

CMS establishes RVUs for physi-
cians’ work, practice expense, and mal-
practice insurance.

(a) Physician work RVUs—(1) General
rule. Physician work RVUs are estab-
lished using a relative value scale in
which the value of physician work for a
particular service is rated relative to
the value of work for other physician
services.

(2) Special RVUSs for anesthesia and ra-
diology services)—(i) Anesthesia services.
The rules for determining RVUs for an-
esthesia services are set forth in
§414.46.

(i1) Radiology services. CMS bases the
RVUs for all radiology services on the
relative value scale developed under
section 1834(b)(1)(A) of the Act, with

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-02 Edition)

appropriate modifications to ensure
that the RVUs established for radi-
ology services that are similar or re-
lated to other physician services are
consistent with the RVUs established
for those similar or related services.

(b) Practice expense RVUSs. (1) Practice
expense RVUs are computed for each
service or class of service by applying
average historical practice cost per-
centages to the estimated average al-
lowed charge during the 1991 base pe-
riod.

(2) The average practice expense per-
centage for a service or class of serv-
ices is computed as follows:

(i) Multiply the average practice ex-
pense percentage for each specialty by
the proportion of a particular service
or class of service performed by that
specialty.

(ii) Add the products for all special-
ties.

(3) For services furnished beginning
calendar year (CY) 1994, for which 1994
practice expense RVUs exceed 1994
work RVUs and that are performed in
office settings less than 75 percent of
the time, the 1994, 1995, and 1996 prac-
tice expense RVUs are reduced by 25
percent of the amount by which they
exceed the number of 1994 work RVUs.
Practice expense RVUs are not reduced
to less than 128 percent of 1994 work
RVUs.

(4) For services furnished beginning
January 1, 1998, practice expense RVUs
for certain services are reduced to 110
percent of the work RVUs for those
services. The following two categories
of services are excluded from this limi-
tation:

(i) The service is provided more than
75 percent of the time in an office set-
ting; or

(ii) The service is one described in
section 1848(c)(2)(G)(v) of the Act, codi-
fied at 42 U.S.C. 1395w—-4(c)(2)(G). Sec-
tion 1848(c)(2)(G)(v) of the Act refers to
the 1998 proposed resource-based prac-
tice expense RVUs (as specified in the
June 18, 1997 physician fee schedule
proposed rule (62 FR 33158)) for the spe-
cific site, either in-office or out-of-of-
fice, increased from its 1997 practice
expense RVUs.)

(5) For services furnished beginning
January 1, 1999, the practice expense
RVUs are based on 75 percent of the
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practice expense RVUs applicable to
services furnished in 1998 and 25 per-
cent of the relative practice expense
resources involved in furnishing the
service. For services furnished in 2000,
the practice expense RVUs are based on
50 percent of the practice expense
RVUs applicable to services furnished
in 1998 and 50 percent of the relative
practice expense resources involved in
furnishing the service. For services fur-
nished in 2001, the practice expense
RVUs are based on 25 percent of the
practice expense RVUs applicable to
services furnished in 1998 and 75 per-
cent of the relative practice expense
resources involved in furnishing the
service. For services furnished in 2002
and subsequent years, the practice ex-
pense RVUs are based entirely on rel-
ative practice expense resources.

(1) Usually there are two levels of
practice expense RVUs that correspond
to each code.

(A) Facility practice expense RVUs.
The lower facility practice expense
RVUs apply to services furnished to pa-
tients in the hospital, skilled nursing
facility, community mental health
center, or in an ambulatory surgical
center when the physician performs
procedures on the ASC approved proce-
dures list. (The facility practice ex-
pense RVUs for a particular code may
not be greater than the non-facility
RVUs for the code.)

(B) Non-facility practice expense RVUSs.
The higher non-facility practice ex-
pense RVUs apply to services per-
formed in a physician’s office, a pa-
tient’s home, an ASC if the physician
is performing a procedure not on the
ASC approved procedures list, a nurs-
ing facility, or a facility or institution
other than a hospital or skilled nursing
facility, community mental health
center, or ASC performing an ASC ap-
proved procedure.

(C) Outpatient therapy services. Out-
patient therapy services billed under
the physician fee schedule are paid
using the non-facility practice expense
RVU component.

(ii) Only one practice expense RVU
per code can be applied for each of the
following services: services that have
only technical component practice ex-
pense RVUs or only professional com-
ponent practice expense RVUs; evalua-

§414.24

tion and management services, such as
hospital or nursing facility visits, that
are furnished exclusively in one set-
ting; and major surgical services.

(6)(i) CMS establishes criteria for
supplemental surveys regarding spe-
cialty practice expenses submitted to
CMS that may be used in determining
practice expense RVUs.

(ii) Any CMS-designated specialty
group may submit a supplemental sur-
vey.

(iii) CMS will consider for use in de-
termining practice expense RVUs for
the physician fee schedule survey data
and related materials submitted to
CMS by August 1, 2002 to determine CY
2003 practice expense RVUs and by Au-
gust 1, 2003 to determine CY 2004 prac-
tice expense RVUs.

(c) Malpractice insurance RVUs. (1)
Malpractice insurance RVUs are com-
puted for each service or class of serv-
ices by applying average malpractice
insurance historical practice cost per-
centages to the estimated average al-
lowed charge during the 1991 base pe-
riod.

(2) The average historical mal-
practice insurance percentage for a
service or class of services is computed
as follows:

(i) Multiply the average malpractice
insurance percentage for each specialty
by the proportion of a particular serv-
ice or class of services performed by
that specialty.

(ii) Add all the products for all the
specialties.

(3) For services furnished in the year
2000 and subsequent years, the mal-
practice RVUs are based on the rel-
ative malpractice insurance resources.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 42493, Sept. 15, 1992; 58 FR 63687, Dec. 2,
1993; 62 FR 59102, Oct. 31, 1997; 63 FR 58910,
Nov. 2, 1998; 64 FR 59441, Nov. 2, 1999; 65 FR
25668, May 3, 2000; 65 FR 65440, Nov. 1, 2000; 67
43558, June 28, 2002]

§414.24 Review, revision, and addition
of RVUs for physician services.

(a) Interim values for mew and revised
HCPCS level 1 and level 2 codes. (1) CMS
establishes interim RVUs for new serv-
ices and for codes for which definitions
have changed.
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§414.26

(2) CMS publishes a notice in the
FEDERAL REGISTER to announce in-
terim RVUs and seek public comment
on them. The RVUs are effective pro-
spectively for services furnished begin-
ning on the effective date specified in
the notice.

(3) After considering public com-
ments, CMS revises, if necessary, the
interim RVUs and announces those re-
visions in a final notice published in
the FEDERAL REGISTER. Any revisions
in the RVUs are effective prospectively
for services furnished beginning on the
effective date specified in the final no-
tice.

(b) Revision of RVUs for established
HCPCS level 1 and level 2 codes. (1) CMS
publishes a proposed notice in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER to announce changes in
RVUs for established codes and pro-
vides an opportunity for public com-
ment no less often than every 5 years.

(2) After considering public com-
ments, CMS publishes a final notice in
the FEDERAL REGISTER to announce re-
visions to RVUs.

(3) The RVU revisions are effective
prospectively for services furnished be-
ginning on the effective date specified
in the final notice.

(c) Values for local codes (HCPCS Level
3). (1) Carriers establish relative values
for local codes for services not included
in HCPCS levels 1 or 2.

(2) Carriers must obtain prior ap-
proval from CMS to establish local
codes for services that meet the defini-
tion of ‘“‘physician services’’ in §414.2.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 42492, Sept. 15, 1992]

§414.26 Determining the GAF.

CMS establishes a GAF for each serv-
ice in each fee schedule area.

(a) Geographic indices. CMS uses the
following indices to establish the GAF:

(1) An index that reflects one-fourth
of the difference between the relative
value of physicians’ work effort in each
of the different fee schedule areas as
determined under §414.22(a) and the na-
tional average of that work effort.

(2) An index that reflects the relative
costs of the mix of goods and services
comprising practice expenses (other
than malpractice expenses) in each of
the different fee schedule areas as de-

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-02 Edition)

termined under §414.22(b) compared to
the national average of those costs.

(3) An index that reflects the relative
costs of malpractice expenses in each
of the different fee schedule areas as
determined under §414.22(c) compared
to the national average of those costs.

(b) Class-specific practice cost indices.
If the application of a single index to
different classes of services would be
substantially inequitable because of
differences in the mix of goods and
services comprising practice expenses
for the different classes of services,
more than one index may be estab-
lished under paragraph (a)(2) of this
section.

(c) Computation of GAF. The GAF for
each fee schedule area is the sum of the
physicians’ work adjustment factor,
the practice expense adjustment fac-
tor, and the malpractice cost adjust-
ment factor, as defined in this section:

(1) The geographic physicians’ work
adjustment factor for a service is the
product of the proportion of the total
relative value for the service that re-
flects the RVUs for the work compo-
nent and the geographic physicians’
work index value established under
paragraph (a)(1) of this section.

(2) The geographic practice expense
adjustment factor for a service is the
product of the proportion of the total
relative value for the service that re-
flects the RVUs for the practice ex-
pense component, multiplied by the ge-
ographic practice cost index (GPCI)
value established under paragraph
(a)(2) of this section.

(3) The geographic malpractice ad-
justment factor for a service is the
product of the proportion of the total
relative value for the service that re-
flects the RVUs for the malpractice
component, multiplied by the GPCI
value established under paragraph
(a)(3) of this section.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 42492, Sept. 15, 1992]

§414.28 Conversion factors.

CMS establishes CFs in accordance
with section 1848(d) of the Act.

(a) Base-year CFs. CMS established
the CF for 1992 so that had section 1848
of the Act applied during 1991, it would
have resulted in the same aggregate
amount of payments for physician
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services as the estimated aggregate
amount of these payments in 1991, ad-
justed by the update for 1992 computed
as specified in §414.30.

(b) Subsequent CFs. For calendar
years 1993 through 1995, the CF for each
yvear is equal to the CF for the previous
year, adjusted in accordance with
§414.30. Beginning January 1, 1996, the
CF for each calendar year may be fur-
ther adjusted so that adjustments to
the fee schedule in accordance with
section 1848(c)(2)(B)(ii) of the Act do
not cause total expenditures under the
fee schedule to differ by more than $20
million from the amount that would
have been spent if these adjustments
had not been made.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 42492, Sept. 15, 1992; 60 FR 53877, Oct. 18,
1995; 60 FR 63177, Dec. 8, 1995]

§414.30 Conversion factor update.

Unless Congress acts in accordance
with section 1848(d)(3) of the Act—

(a) General rule. The CF update for a
CY equals the Medicare Economic
Index increased or decreased by the
number of percentage points by which
the percentage increase in expendi-
tures for physician services (or for a
particular category of physician serv-
ices, such as surgical services) in the
second preceding FY over the third pre-
ceding FY exceeds the performance
standard rate of increase established
for the second preceding FY.

(b) Downward adjustment. The down-
ward adjustment may not exceed the
following:

(1) For CYs 1992 and 1993, 2 percent-
age points.

(2) For CY 1994, 2.5 percentage points.

(3) For CYs 1995 and thereafter, 5 per-
centage points.

[656 FR 23441, June 8, 1990, as amended at 60
FR 63177, Dec. 8, 1995; 61 FR 42385, Aug. 15,
1996]

§414.32 Determining payments for cer-
tain physicians’ services furnished
in facility settings.

(a) Definition. As used in this section,
facility settings include the following fa-
cilities:

(1) Hospital outpatient departments,
including clinics and emergency rooms.

(2) Hospital inpatient departments.

§414.34

(3) Comprehensive outpatient reha-
bilitation facilities.

(4) Comprehensive inpatient rehabili-
tation facilities.

(5) Inpatient psychiatric facilities.

(6) Skilled nursing facilities.

(b) General rule. If physicians’ serv-
ices of the type routinely furnished in
physicians’ offices are furnished in fa-
cility settings before January 1, 1999,
the physician fee schedule amount for
those services is determined by reduc-
ing the practice expense RVUs for the
services by 50 percent. For services fur-
nished on or after January 1, 1999, the
practice expense RVUs are determined
in accordance with §414.22(b)(5).

(c) Services covered by the reduction.
CMS establishes a list of services rou-
tinely furnished in physicians’ offices
nationally. Services furnished at least
50 percent of the time in physicians’ of-
fices are subject to this reduction.

(d) Services excluded from the reduc-
tion. The reduction established under
this section does not apply to the fol-
lowing:

(1) Rural health clinic services.

(2) Surgical services not on the am-
bulatory surgical center covered list of
procedures published under §416.65(c) of
this chapter when furnished in an am-
bulatory surgical center.

(3) Anesthesiology services and diag-
nostic and therapeutic radiology serv-
ices.

[68 FR 63687, Dec. 2, 1993, as amended at 60
FR 63177, Dec. 8, 1995; 62 FR 59102, Oct. 31,
1997; 63 FR 58911, Nov. 2, 1998; 64 FR 25457,
May 12, 1999]

§414.34 Payment for services and sup-
plies incident to a physician’s serv-
1ce.

(a) Medical supplies. (1) Except as oth-
erwise specified in this paragraph, of-
fice medical supplies are considered to
be part of a physician’s practice ex-
pense, and payment for them is in-
cluded in the practice expense portion
of the payment to the physician for the
medical or surgical service to which
they are incidental.

(2) If physician services of the type
routinely furnished in provider settings
are furnished in a physician’s office,
separate payment may be made for cer-
tain supplies furnished incident to that
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§414.36

physician service if the following re-
quirements are met:

(i) It is a procedure that can safely be
furnished in the office setting in appro-
priate circumstances.

(ii) It requires specialized supplies
that are not routinely available in phy-
sicians’ offices and that are generally
disposable.

(iii) It is furnished before January 1,
1999.

(3) For the purpose of paragraph
(a)(2) of this section, provider settings
include only the following settings:

(i) Hospital inpatient and outpatient
departments.

(ii) Ambulatory surgical centers.

(4) For the purpose of paragraph
(a)(2) of this section, ‘‘routinely fur-
nished in provider settings’ means fur-
nished in inpatient or outpatient hos-
pital settings or ambulatory surgical
centers more than 50 percent of the
time.

(5) CMS establishes a list of services
for which a separate supply payment
may be made under this section.

(6) The fee schedule amount for sup-
plies billed separately is not subject to
a GPCI adjustment.

(b) Services of nonphysicians that are
incident to a physician’s service. Services
of nonphysicians that are covered as
incident to a physician’s service are
paid as if the physician had personally
furnished the service.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991; 57 FR 42492, Sept.
15, 1992, as amended at 63 FR 58911, Nov. 2,
1998]

§414.36 Payment for drugs incident to
a physician’s service.
Payment for drugs incident to a phy-
sician’s service is made in accordance
with §405.517 of this chapter.

§414.38 Special rules for payment of
low osmolar contrast media.

(a) General. Payment for low osmolar
contrast media is included in the tech-
nical component payment for diag-
nostic procedures except as specified in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) Conditions for separate payment.
For diagnostic procedures furnished to
beneficiaries who are mneither inpa-
tients nor outpatients of any hospital,
separate payment is made for low
osmolar contrast media used in all

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-02 Edition)

intrathecal injections and in intra-
venous, and intra-arterial injections, if
it is used for patients with one or more
of the following characteristics:

(1) A history of a previous adverse re-
action to contrast material, with the
exception of a sensation of heat, flush-
ing, or a single episode of nausea or
vomiting.

(2) A history of asthma or allergy.

(3) Significant cardiac dysfunction
including recent or imminent cardiac
decompensation, severe arrhythmias,
unstable angina pectoris, recent myo-
cardial infarction, and pulmonary hy-
pertension.

(4) Generalized severe debilitation.

(5) Sickle cell disease.

(c) Method of payment. If one of the
conditions of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion is met, payment is made for low
osmolar contrast media as set forth in
§414.36 as a drug furnished incident to a
physician’s service, subject to para-
graph (d) of this section.

(d) Drug payment reduction. If sepa-
rate payment is made for low osmolar
contrast media, the payment amount
calculated in accordance with §414.36 is
reduced by 8 percent to account for the
allowance for contrast media already
included in the technical component of
the diagnostic procedure code.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 42492, 42493, Sept. 15, 1992]

§414.39 Special rules for payment of
care plan oversight.

(a) General. Except as specified in
paragraph (b) of this section, payment
for care plan oversight is included in
the payment for visits and other serv-
ices under the physician fee schedule.

(b) Exception. Separate payment is
made under the following conditions
for physician care plan oversight serv-
ices furnished to beneficiaries who re-
ceive HHA and hospice services that
are covered by Medicare:

(1) The care plan oversight services
require recurrent physician supervision
of therapy involving 30 or more min-
utes of the physician’s time per month.

(2) Payment is made to only one phy-
sician per patient for services furnished
during a calendar month period. The
physician must have furnished a serv-
ice requiring a face-to-face encounter
with the patient at least once during
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the 6-month period before the month
for which care plan oversight payment
is first billed. The physician may not
have a significant ownership interest
in, or financial or contractual relation-
ship with, the HHA in accordance with
§424.22(d) of this chapter. The physi-
cian may not be the medical director
or employee of the hospice and may
not furnish services under an arrange-
ment with the hospice.

(3) If a physician furnishes care plan
oversight services during a post-
operative period, payment for care plan
oversight services is made if the serv-
ices are documented in the patient’s
medical record as unrelated to the sur-
gery.

[59 FR 63463, Dec. 8, 1994; 60 FR 49, Jan. 3,
1995; 60 FR 36733, July 18, 1995]

§414.40 Coding and ancillary policies.

(a) General rule. CMS establishes uni-
form national definitions of services,
codes to represent services, and pay-
ment modifiers to the codes.

(b) Specific types of policies. CMS es-
tablishes uniform national ancillary
policies necessary to implement the fee
schedule for physician services. These
include, but are not limited to, the fol-
lowing policies:

(1) Global surgery policy (for exam-
ple, post- and pre-operative periods and
services, and intra-operative services).

(2) Professional and technical compo-
nents (for example, payment for serv-
ices, such as an EEG, which typically
comprise a technical component (the
taking of the test) and a professional
component (the interpretation)).

(3) Payment modifiers (for example,
assistant-at-surgery, multiple surgery,
bilateral surgery, split surgical global
services, team surgery, and unusual
services).

§414.42 Adjustment for first 4 years of
practice.

(a) General rule. For services fur-
nished during CYs 1992 and 1993, except
as specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, the fee schedule payment amount
or prevailing charge must be phased in
as specified in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion for physicians, physical therapists
(PTs), occupational therapists (OTs),
and all other health care practitioners

§414.44

who are in their first through fourth
years of practice.

(b) Ezxception. The reduction required
in paragraph (d) of this section does
not apply to primary care services or
to services furnished in a rural area as
defined in section 1886(d)(2)(D) of the
Act that is designated under section
332(a)(1)(A) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act as a Health Professional Short-
age Area.

(c) Definition of years of practice. (1)
The “‘first year of practice‘‘ is the first
full CY during the first 6 months of
which the physician, PT, OT, or other
health care practitioner furnishes pro-
fessional services for which payment
may be made under Medicare Part B,
plus any portion of the prior CY if that
prior year does not meet the first 6
months test.

(2) The ‘‘second, third, and fourth
years of practice‘‘ are the first, second,
and third CYs following the first year
of practice, respectively.

(d) Amounts of adjustment. The fee
schedule payment for the service of a
new physician, PT, OT, or other health
care practitioner is limited to the fol-
lowing percentages for each of the indi-
cated years:

(1) First year—80 percent

(2) Second year—85 percent

(3) Third year—90 percent

(4) Fourth year—95 percent

[67 FR 42493, Sept. 15, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 63687, Dec. 2, 1993]

§414.44 Transition rules.

(a) Adjusted historical payment basis—
(1) All services other than radiology and
nuclear medicine services. For all physi-
cian services other than radiology serv-
ices, furnished in a fee schedule area,
the adjusted historical payment basis
(AHPB) is the estimated weighted aver-
age prevailing charge applied in the fee
schedule area for the service in CY
1991, as determined by CMS without re-
gard to physician specialty and as ad-
justed to reflect payments for services
below the prevailing charge, adjusted
by the update established for CY 1992.

(2) Radiology services. For radiology
services, the AHPB is the amount paid
for the service in the fee schedule area
in CY 1991 under the fee schedule estab-
lished under section 1834(b), adjusted
by the update established for CY 1992.
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(3) Nuclear medicine services. For nu-
clear medicine services, the AHPB is
the amount paid for the service in the
fee schedule area in CY 1991 under the
fee schedule established under section
6105(b) of Public Law 101-239 and sec-
tion 4102(g) of Public Law 101-508, ad-
justed by the update established for CY
1992.

(4) Transition adjustment. CMS adjusts
the AHPB for all services by 5.5 percent
to produce budget-neutral payments
for 1992.

(b) Adjustment of 1992 payments for
physician services other than radiology
services. For physician services fur-
nished during CY 1992 the following
rules apply:

(1) If the AHPB determined under
paragraph (a) of this section is from 85
percent to 115 percent of the fee sched-
ule amount for the area for services
furnished in 1992, payment is at the fee
schedule amount.

(2) If the AHPB determined under
paragraph (a) of this section is less
than 85 percent of the fee schedule
amount for the area for services fur-
nished in 1992, an amount equal to the
AHPB plus 15 percent of the fee sched-
ule amount is substituted for the fee
schedule amount.

(3) If the AHPB determined under
paragraph (a) of this section is greater
than 115 percent of the fee schedule
amount for the area for services fur-
nished in 1992, an amount equal to the
AHPB minus 15 percent of the fee
schedule amount is substituted for the
fee schedule amount.

(c) Adjustment of 1992 payments for ra-
diology services. For radiology services
furnished during CY 1992 the following
rules apply:

(1) If the AHPB determined under
paragraph (a) of this section is from 85
percent to 109 percent of the fee sched-
ule amount for the area for services
furnished in 1992, payment is at the fee
schedule amount.

(2) If the AHPB determined under
paragraph (a) of this section is less
than 85 percent of the fee schedule
amount for the area for services fur-
nished in 1992, an amount equal to the
AHPB plus 15 percent of the fee sched-
ule amount is substituted for the fee
schedule amount.
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(3) If the AHPB determined under
paragraph (a) of this section is greater
than 109 percent of the fee schedule
amount for the area for services fur-
nished in 1992, an amount equal to the
AHPB minus 9 percent of the fee sched-
ule amount is substituted for the fee
schedule amount.

(d) Computation of payments for CY
1993. For physician services subject to
the transition rules in CY 1992 and fur-
nished during CY 1993, the fee schedule
is equal to 75 percent of the amount
that would have been paid in the fee
schedule area under the 1992 transition
rules, adjusted by the amount of the
1993 update, plus 25 percent of the 1993
fee schedule amount.

(e) Computation of payments for CY
1994. For physician services subject to
the transition rules in CY 1993, and fur-
nished during CY 1994, the fee schedule
is equal to 67 percent of the amount
that would have been paid in the fee
schedule area under the 1993 transition
rules, adjusted by the amount of the
1994 update, plus 33 percent of the 1994
fee schedule amount.

(f) Computation of payments for CY
1995. For physician services subject to
the transition rules in CY 1994 and fur-
nished during CY 1995, the fee schedule
is equal to 50 percent of the amount
that would have been paid in the fee
schedule area under the 1994 transition
rules, adjusted by the amount of the
1995 update, plus 50 percent of the 1995
fee schedule amount.

§414.46 Additional rules for payment
of anesthesia services.

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this
section, the following definitions
apply:

(1) Base unit means the value for each
anesthesia code that reflects all activi-
ties other than anesthesia time. These
activities include wusual preoperative
and postoperative visits, the adminis-
tration of fluids and blood incident to
anesthesia care, and monitoring serv-
ices.

(2) Anesthesia practitioner, for the pur-
pose of anesthesia time, means a physi-
cian who performs the anesthesia serv-
ice alone, a CRNA who is not medically
directed who performs the anesthesia
service alone, or a medically directed
CRNA.
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(3) Anesthesia time means the time
during which an anesthesia practi-
tioner is present with the patient. It
starts when the anesthesia practitioner
begins to prepare the patient for anes-
thesia services and ends when the anes-
thesia practitioner is no longer fur-
nishing anesthesia services to the bene-
ficiary, that is, when the beneficiary
may be placed safely under post-
operative care. Anesthesia time is a
continuous time period from the start
of anesthesia to the end of an anes-
thesia service. In counting anesthesia
time, the anesthesia practitioner can
add blocks of anesthesia time around
an interruption in anesthesia time as
long as the anesthesia practitioner is
furnishing continuous anesthesia care
within the time periods around the
interruption.

(b) Determinations of payment
amount—Basic rule. For anesthesia
services performed, medically directed,
or medically supervised by a physician,
CMS pays the lesser of the actual
charge or the anesthesia fee schedule
amount.

(1) The carrier bases the fee schedule
amount for an anesthesia service on
the product of the sum of allowable
base and time units and an anesthesia-
specific CF. The carrier calculates the
time units from the anesthesia time re-
ported by the anesthesia practitioner
for the anesthesia procedure. The phy-
sician who fulfills the conditions for
medical direction in §415.110 (Condi-
tions for payment: Anesthesiology
services) reports the same anesthesia
time as the medically-directed CRNA.

(2) CMS furnishes the carrier with
the base units for each anesthesia pro-
cedure code. The base units are derived
from the 1988 American Society of An-
esthesiologists’ Relative Value Guide
except that the number of base units
recognized for anesthesia services fur-
nished during cataract or iridectomy
surgery is four units.

(3) Modifier units are not allowed.
Modifier units include additional units
charged by a physician or a CRNA for
patient health status, risk, age, or un-
usual circumstances.

(c) Physician personally performs the
anesthesia procedure.

§414.46

(1) CMS considers an anesthesia serv-
ice to be personally performed under
any of the following circumstances:

(i) The physician performs the entire
anesthesia service alone.

(ii) The physician establishes an at-
tending physician relationship in one
or two concurrent cases involving an
intern or resident and the service was
furnished before January 1, 1994.

(iii) The physician establishes an at-
tending physician relationship in one
case involving an intern or resident
and the service was furnished on or
after January 1, 1994 but prior to Janu-
ary 1, 1996. For services on or after Jan-
uary 1, 1996, the physician must be the
teaching physician as defined in
§§415.170 through 415.184 of this chap-
ter.

(iv) The physician and the CRNA or
AA are involved in a single case and
the services of each are found to be
medically necessary.

(v) The physician is continuously in-
volved in a single case involving a stu-
dent nurse anesthetist.

(vi) The physician is continuously in-
volved in a single case involving a
CRNA or AA and the service was fur-
nished prior to January 1, 1998.

(2) CMS determines the fee schedule
amount for an anesthesia service per-
sonally performed by a physician on
the basis of an anesthesia-specific fee
schedule CF and unreduced base units
and anesthesia time units. One anes-
thesia time unit is equivalent to 15
minutes of anesthesia time, and frac-
tions of a 15-minute period are recog-
nized as fractions of an anesthesia time
unit.

(d) Anesthesia services medically di-
rected by a physician. (1) CMS considers
an anesthesia service to be medically
directed by a physician if:

(i) The physician performs the activi-
ties described in §415.110 of this chap-
ter.

(ii) The physician directs qualified
individuals involved in two, three, or
four concurrent cases.

(iii) Medical direction can occur for a
single case furnished on or after Janu-
ary 1, 1998 if the physician performs the
activities described in §415.110 of this
chapter and medically directs a single
CRNA or AA.
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(2) The rules for medical direction
differ for certain time periods depend-
ing on the nature of the qualified indi-
vidual who is directed by the physi-
cian. If more than two procedures are
directed on or after January 1, 1994, the
qualified individuals could be AAs,
CRNASs, interns, or residents. The med-
ical direction rules apply to student
nurse anesthetists only if the physician
directs two concurrent cases, each of
which involves a student nurse anes-
thetist or the physician directs one
case involving a student nurse anes-
thetist and the other involving a
CRNA, AA, intern, or resident.

(3) Payment for medical direction is
based on a specific percentage of the
payment allowance recognized for the
anesthesia service personally Dper-
formed by a physician alone. The fol-
lowing percentages apply for the years
specified:

(i) CY 1994—60 percent of the
ment allowance for personally
formed procedures.

(i1) CY 1995—57.5 percent of the pay-
ment allowance for personally per-
formed services.

(iii) CY 1996—55 percent of the pay-
ment allowance for personally per-
formed services.

(iv) CY 1997—52.5 percent of the pay-
ment allowance for personally per-
formed services.

(v) CY 1998 and thereafter—50 percent
of the payment allowance for person-
ally performed services.

(e) Physician medically supervises anes-
thesia services. If the physician medi-
cally supervises more than four concur-
rent anesthesia services, CMS bases the
fee schedule amount on an anesthesia-
specific CF and three base units. This
represents payment for the physician’s
involvement in the pre-surgical anes-
thesia services.

(f) Payment for medical or surgical serv-
ices furnished by a physician while fur-
nishing anesthesia services. (1) CMS al-
lows separate payment under the fee
schedule for certain reasonable and
medically necessary medical or sur-
gical services furnished by a physician
while furnishing anesthesia services to
the patient. CMS makes payment for
these services in accordance with the
general physician fee schedule rules in

pay-
per-
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§414.20. These services are described in
program operating instructions.

(2) CMS makes no separate payment
for other medical or surgical services,
such as the pre-anesthetic examination
of the patient, pre- or post-operative
visits, or usual monitoring functions,
that are ordinarily included in the an-
esthesia service.

(g) Physician involved in multiple anes-
thesia services. If the physician is in-
volved in multiple anesthesia services
for the same patient during the same
operative session, the carrier makes
payment according to the base unit as-
sociated with the anesthesia service
having the highest base unit value and
anesthesia time that encompasses the
multiple services.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 42492, Sept. 15, 1992; 58 FR 63687, Dec. 2,
1993; 60 FR 63177, Dec. 8, 1995; 64 FR 59441,
Nov. 2, 1999]

§414.48 Limits on actual charges of
nonparticipating suppliers.

(a) General rule. A supplier, as defined
in §400.202 of this chapter, who is non-
participating and does not accept as-
signment may charge a beneficiary an
amount up to the limiting charge de-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) Specific limits. For items or serv-
ices paid under the physician fee sched-
ule, the limiting charge is 115 percent
of the fee schedule amount for non-
participating suppliers. For items or
services CMS excludes from payment
under the physician fee schedule (in ac-
cordance with section 1848 (j)(3) of the
Act), the limiting charge is 115 percent
of 95 percent of the payment basis ap-
plicable to participating suppliers as
calculated in §414.20(b).

[68 FR 63687, Dec. 2, 1993, as amended at 62
FR 59102, Oct. 31, 1997]

§414.50 Physician billing for
chased diagnostic tests.

(a) General rule. For services covered
under section 1861(s)(3) of the Act and
paid for under this part 414 subpart A,
if a physician bills for a diagnostic test
performed by an outside supplier, the
payment to the physician less the ap-
plicable deductibles and coinsurance
may not exceed the lowest of the fol-
lowing amounts:

pur-

632



Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS

(1) The supplier’s net charge to the
physician.

(2) The physician’s actual charge.

(3) The fee schedule amount for the
test that would be allowed if the sup-
plier billed directly.

(b) Restriction on payment. The physi-
cian must identify the supplier and in-
dicate the supplier’s net charge for the
test. If the physician fails to provide
this information, CMS makes no pay-
ment to the physician and the physi-
cian may not bill the beneficiary.

(1) Physicians who accept Medicare
assignment may bill beneficiaries for
only the applicable deductibles and co-
insurance.

(2) Physicians who do not accept
Medicare assignment may not bill the
beneficiary more than the payment
amount described in paragraph (a) of
this section.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991; 57 FR 42492, Sept.
15, 1992, as amended at 63 FR 34328, June 24,
1998]

§414.52 Payment for physician assist-
ants’ services.

Allowed amounts for the services of a
physician assistant furnished begin-
ning January 1, 1992 and ending Decem-
ber 31, 1997, may not exceed the limits
specified in paragraphs (a) through (c)
of this section. Allowed amounts for
the services of a physician assistant
furnished beginning January 1, 1998,
may not exceed the limits specified in
paragraph (d) of this section.

(a) For assistant-at-surgery services,
65 percent of the amount that would be
allowed under the physician fee sched-
ule if the assistant-at-surgery service
was furnished by a physician.

(b) For services (other than assist-
ant-at-surgery services) furnished in a
hospital, 75 percent of the physician fee
schedule amount for the service.

(c) For all other services, 85 percent
of the physician fee schedule amount
for the service.

(d) For services (other than assist-
ant-at-surgery services) furnished be-
ginning January 1, 1998, 85 percent of
the physician fee schedule amount for
the service. For assistant-at-surgery
services, 85 percent of the physician fee
schedule amount that would be allowed
under the physician fee schedule if the

§414.56

assistant-at-surgery service were fur-
nished by a physician.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991; 57 FR 42492, Sept.
15, 1992, as amended at 63 FR 58911, Nov. 2,
1998]

§414.54 Payment for certified nurse-
midwives’ services.

For services furnished after Decem-
ber 31, 1991, allowed amounts under the
fee schedule established under section
1833(a)(1)(K) of the Act for the payment
of certified nurse-midwife services may
not exceed 65 percent of the physician
fee schedule amount for the service.

§414.56 Payment for nurse practi-
tioners’ and clinical nurse special-
ists’ services.

(a) Rural areas. For services furnished
beginning January 1, 1992 and ending
December 31, 1997, allowed amounts for
the services of a nurse practitioner or a
clinical nurse specialist in a rural area
(as described in section 1861(s)(2)(K)(iii)
of the Act) may not exceed the fol-
lowing limits:

(1) For services furnished in a hos-
pital (including assistant-at-surgery
services), 75 percent of the physician
fee schedule amount for the service.

(2) For all other services, 85 percent
of the physician fee schedule amount
for the service.

(b) Non-rural areas. For services fur-
nished beginning January 1, 1992 and
ending December 31, 1997, allowed
amounts for the services of a nurse
practitioner or a clinical nurse spe-
cialist in a nursing facility may not ex-
ceed 85 percent of the physician fee
schedule amount for the service.

(c) Beginning January 1, 1998. For
services (other than assistant-at-sur-
gery services) furnished beginning Jan-
uary 1, 1998, allowed amounts for the
services of a nurse practitioner or clin-
ical nurse specialist may not exceed 85
percent of the physician fee schedule
amount for the service. For assistant-
at-surgery services, allowed amounts
for the services of a nurse practitioner
or clinical nurse specialist may not ex-
ceed 85 percent of the physician fee
schedule amount that would be allowed
under the physician fee schedule if the
assistant-at-surgery service were fur-
nished by a physician.

[63 FR 58911, Nov. 2, 1998]

633



§414.58

§414.58 Payment of charges for physi-
cian services to patients in pro-
viders.

(a) Payment under the physician fee
schedule. In addition to the special con-
ditions for payment in §§415.100
through 415.130, and §415.190 of this
chapter, CMS establishes payment for
physician services to patients in pro-
viders under the physician fee schedule
in accordance with §§414.1 through
414.48.

(b) Teaching hospitals. Services fur-
nished by physicians in teaching hos-
pitals may be made on a reasonable
cost basis set forth in §415.162 of this
chapter if the hospital exercises the
election described in §415.160 of this
chapter.

[66 FR 59624, Nov. 25, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 42492, Sept. 15, 1992; 60 FR 63189, Dec. 8,
1995]

§414.60 Payment for the services of
CRNAs.

(a) Basis for payment. The allowance
for the anesthesia service furnished by
a CRNA, medically directed or not
medically directed, is based on allow-
able base and time units as defined in
§414.46(a). Beginning with CY 1994—

(1) The allowance for an anesthesia
service furnished by a medically di-
rected CRNA is based on a fixed per-
centage of the allowance recognized for
the anesthesia service personally per-
formed by the physician alone, as spec-
ified in §414.46(d)(3); and

(2) The CF for an anesthesia service
furnished by a CRNA not directed by a
physician may not exceed the CF for a
service personally performed by a phy-
sician.

(b) To whom payment may be made.
Payment for an anesthesia service fur-
nished by a CRNA may be made to the
CRNA or to any individual or entity
(such as a hospital, critical access hos-
pital, physician, group practice, or am-
bulatory surgical center) with which
the CRNA has an employment or con-
tract relationship that provides for
payment to be made to the individual
or entity.

(c) Condition for payment. Payment
for the services of a CRNA may be
made only on an assignment related
basis, and any assignment accepted by
a CRNA is binding on any other person
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presenting a claim or request for pay-
ment for the service.

[60 FR 63178, Dec. 8, 1995, as amended at 62
FR 46037, Aug. 29, 1997; 64 FR 59441, Nov. 2,
1999]

§414.62 Fee schedule for clinical psy-
chologist services.

The fee schedule for clinical psychol-
ogist services is set at 100 percent of
the amount determined for cor-
responding services under the physi-
cian fee schedule.

[62 FR 59102, Oct. 31, 1997]

§414.63 Payment for outpatient diabe-
tes self-management training.

(a) Payment under the physician fee
schedule. Except as provided in para-
graph (d) of this section, payment for
outpatient diabetes self-management
training is made under the physician
fee schedule in accordance with §§414.1
through 414.48.

(b) To whom payment may be made.
Payment may be made to an entity ap-
proved by CMS to furnish outpatient
diabetes self-management training in
accordance with part 410, subpart H of
this chapter.

(c) Limitation on payment. Payment
may be made for training sessions ac-
tually attended by the beneficiary and
documented on attendance sheets.

(d) Payments made to those not paid
under the physician fee schedule. Pay-
ments may be made to other entities
not routinely paid under the physician
fee schedule, such as hospital out-
patient departments, ESRD facilities,
and DME suppliers. The payment
equals the amounts paid under the phy-
sician fee schedule.

(e) Other conditions for fee-for-serv-
ice payment. The beneficiary must
meet the following conditions:

(1) Has not previously received initial
training for which Medicare payment
was made under this benefit.

(2) Is not receiving services as an in-
patient in a hospital, SNF, hospice, or
nursing home.

(3) Is not receiving services as an out-
patient in an RHC or FQHC.

[656 FR 83153, Dec. 29, 2000]
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§414.64 Payment for medical nutrition
therapy.

(a) Payment under the physician fee
schedule. Medicare payment for med-
ical nutrition therapy is made under
the physician fee schedule in accord-
ance with subpart B of this part. Pay-
ment to non-physician professionals, as
specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, is the lesser of the actual charges
or 80 percent of 85 percent of the physi-
cian fee schedule amount.

(b) To whom payment may be made.
Payment may be made to a registered
dietician or nutrition professional
qualified to furnish medical nutrition
therapy in accordance with part 410,
subpart G of this chapter.

(c) Effective date of payment. Medicare
pays suppliers of medical nutrition
therapy on or after the effective date of
enrollment of the supplier at the car-
rier.

(d) Limitation on payment. Payment is
made only for documented nutritional
therapy sessions actually attended by
the beneficiary.

(e) Other conditions for fee-for-service
payment. Payment is made only if the
beneficiary:

(1) Is not an inpatient of a hospital,
SNF, nursing home, or hospice.

(2) Is not receiving services in an
RHC, FQHC or ESRD dialysis facility.

[66 FR 55332, Nov. 1, 2001]

§414.65 Payment for office or other
outpatient visits, consultation, indi-
vidual psychotherapy, and pharma-
cologic management via interactive
telecommunications systems.

(a) Professional service. Medicare pay-
ment for the professional service via an
interactive telecommunications sys-
tem is made according to the following
limitations:

(1) The Medicare payment amount for
office or other outpatient visits, con-
sultation, individual psychotherapy,
and pharmacologic management via an
interactive telecommunications sys-
tem is equal to the current fee schedule
amount applicable to services of the
physician or practitioner.

(2) Only the physician or practitioner
at the distant site may bill and receive
payment for the professional service
via an interactive telecommunications
system.

§414.65

(3) Payments made to the physician
or practitioner at the distant site, in-
cluding deductible and coinsurance, for
the professional service may not be
shared with the referring practitioner
or telepresenter.

(b) Originating site facility fee. For of-
fice or other outpatient visits, con-
sultation, individual psychotherapy, or
pharmacologic management services
delivered via an interactive tele-
communications system furnished on
or after October 1, 2001:

(1) For services furnished on or after
October 1, 2001 through December 31,
2002, the payment amount to the origi-
nating site is the lesser of the actual
charge or the originating site facility
fee of $20. For services furnished on or
after January 1 of each subsequent
year, the facility fee for the origi-
nating site will be updated by the
Medicare Economic Index (MEI) as de-
fined in section 1842(i)(3) of the Act.

(2) Only the originating site may bill
for the originating site facility fee and
only on an assignment-related basis.
The distant site physician or practi-
tioner may not bill for or receive pay-
ment for facility fees associated with
the professional service furnished via
an interactive telecommunications
system.

(c) Deductible and coinsurance apply.
The payment for the professional serv-
ice and originating site facility fee is
subject to the coinsurance and deduct-
ible requirements of sections 1833(a)(1)
and (b) of the Act.

(d) Assignment required for physicians,
practitioners, and originating sites. Pay-
ment to physicians, practitioners, and
originating sites is made only on an as-
signment-related basis.

(e) Sanctions. A distant site practi-
tioner or originating site facility may
be subject to the applicable sanctions
provided for in chapter IV, part 402 and
chapter V, parts 1001, 1002, and 1003 of
this title if he or she does any of the
following:

(1) Knowingly and willfully bills or
collects for services in violation of the
limitation of this section.

(2) Fails to timely correct excess
charges by reducing the actual charge
billed for the service in an amount that
does not exceed the limiting charge for
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the service or fails to timely refund ex-
cess collections.

(3) Fails to submit a claim on a
standard form for services provided for
which payment is made on a fee sched-
ule basis.

(4) Imposes a charge for completing
and submitting the standard claims
form.

[66 FR 55332, Nov. 1, 2001]

Subpart C—Fee Schedules for Par-

enteral and Enteral Nutrition
(PEN) Nutrients, Equipment
and Supplies

SOURCE: 66 FR 45176, Aug. 28, 2001, unless
otherwise noted.

§414.100 Purpose.

This subpart implements fee sched-
ules for PEN items and services as au-
thorized by section 1842(s) of the Act.

§414.102

(a) General rule. For items and serv-
ices furnished on or after January 1,
2002, Medicare pays for the items and
services as described in paragraph (b)
of this section on the basis of 80 per-
cent of the lesser of——

(1) The actual charge for the item or
service; or

(2) The fee schedule amount for the
item or service, as determined in ac-
cordance with §§414.104.

(b) Payment classification. (1) CMS
or the carrier determines fee schedules
for Parenteral and enteral nutrition
(PEN) nutrients, equipment, and sup-
plies, as specified in §414.104.

(2) CMS designates the specific items
and services in each category through
program instructions.

(c) Updating the fee schedule
amounts. For each year subsequent to
2002, the fee schedule amounts of the
preceding year are updated by the per-
centage increase in the CPI-U for the
12-month period ending with June of
the preceding year.

§414.104 PEN Items and Services.

(a) Payment Rules. Payment for PEN
items and services is made in a lump
sum for nutrients and supplies that are
purchased and on a monthly basis for
equipment that is rented.

General payment rules.
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(b) Fee schedule amount. The fee
schedule amount for payment for an
item or service furnished in 2002 is the
lesser of—

(i) The reasonable charge from 1995;
or

(ii) The reasonable charge that would
have been used in determining pay-
ment for 2002.

Subpart D—Payment for Durable
Medical Equipment and Pros-
thetic and Orthotic Devices

§414.200 Purpose.

This subpart implements sections
1834 (a) and (h) of the Act by specifying
how payments are made for the pur-
chase or rental of new and used durable
medical equipment and prosthetic and
orthotic devices for Medicare bene-
ficiaries.

[67 FR 57689, Dec. 7, 1992]

§414.202 Definitions.

For purposes of this subpart, the fol-
lowing definitions apply:

Covered item update means the per-
centage increase in the consumer price
index for all urban consumers (U.S.
city average) (CPI-U) for the 12-month
period ending with June of the previous
year.

Durable medical equipment means
equipment, furnished by a supplier or a
home health agency that—

(1) Can withstand repeated use;

(2) Is primarily and customarily used
to serve a medical purpose;

(3) Generally is not useful to an indi-
vidual in the absence of an illness or
injury; and

(4) Is appropriate for use in the home.
(See §410.38 of this chapter for a de-
scription of when an institution quali-
fies as a home.)

Prosthetic and orthotic devices means—

(1) Devices that replace all or part of
an internal body organ, including
ostomy bags and supplies directly re-
lated to ostomy care, and replacement
of such devices and supplies;

(2) One pair of conventional eye-
glasses or contact lenses furnished sub-
sequent to each cataract surgery with
insertion of an intraocular lens; and
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(3) Leg, arm, back, and neck braces,
and artificial legs, arms, and eyes, in-
cluding replacements if required be-
cause of a change in the beneficiary’s
physical condition.

The following are neither prosthetic
nor orthotic devices—

(1) Parenteral and enteral nutrients,
supplies, and equipment;

(2) Intraocular lenses;

(3) Medical supplies such as cath-
eters, catheter supplies, ostomy bags,
and supplies related to ostomy care
that are furnished by an HHA as part of
home health services under §409.40(e) of
this chapter;

(4) Dental prostheses.

Region means those carrier service
areas administered by CMS regional of-
fices.

[67 FR 57689, Dec. 7, 1992]

§414.210 General payment rules.

(a) General rule. For items furnished
on or after January 1, 1989, except as
provided in paragraphs (c) and (d) of
this section, Medicare pays for durable
medical equipment, prosthetics and
orthotics, including a separate pay-
ment for maintenance and servicing of
the items as described in paragraph (e)
of this section, on the basis of 80 per-
cent of the lesser of—

(1) The actual charge for the item;

(2) The fee schedule amount for the
item, as determined in accordance with
the provisions of §§414.220 through
414.232.

(b) Payment classification. (1) The car-
rier determines fee schedules for the
following classes of equipment and de-
vices:

(i) Imexpensive or routinely pur-
chased items, as specified in §414.220.

(ii) Items requiring frequent and sub-
stantial servicing, as specified in
§414.222.

(iii) Certain customized items, as
specified in §414.224.

(iv) Oxygen and oxygen equipment,
as specified in §414.226.

(v) Prosthetic and orthotic devices,
as specified in §414.228.

(vi) Other durable medical equipment
(capped rental items), as specified in
§414.229.

(vii) Transcutaneous electrical nerve
stimulators (TENS), as specified in
§414.232.

§414.210

(2) CMS designates the items in each
class of equipment or device through
its program instructions.

(c) Ezxception for certain HHAs. Public
HHAs and HHAs that furnish services
or items free-of-charge or at nominal
prices to a significant number of low-
income patients, as defined in §413.13(a)
of this chapter, are paid on the basis of
80 percent of the fee schedule amount
determined in accordance with the pro-
vision of §§414.220 through 414.230.

(d) Prohibition on special limits. For
items furnished on or after January 1,
1989 and before January 1, 1991, neither
CMS nor a carrier may establish a spe-
cial reasonable charge for items cov-
ered under this subpart on the basis of
inherent reasonableness as described in
§405.502(g) of this chapter.

(e) Maintenance and servicing. (1) Gen-
eral rule. Except as provided in para-
graph (e)(2) of this section, the carrier
pays the reasonable and necessary
charges for maintenance and servicing
of purchased equipment. Reasonable
and necessary charges are those made
for parts and labor not otherwise cov-
ered under a manufacturer’s or sup-
plier’s warranty. Payment is made, as
needed, in a lump sum based on the
carrier’s consideration of the item.
Payment is not made for maintenance
and servicing of a rented item other
than the maintenance and servicing fee
for other durable medical equipment,
as described in §414.229(e).

(2) Ezxception. For items purchased on
or after June 1, 1989, no payment is
made under the provisions of paragraph
(e)(1) of this section for the mainte-
nance and servicing of:

(i) Items requiring frequent and sub-
stantial servicing, as defined in
§414.222(a);

(ii) Capped rental items, as defined in
§414.229(a), that are not purchased in
accordance with §414.229(d); and

(iii) Oxygen equipment, as defined in
§414.226.

(f) Replacement of equipment. Except
as provided in §414.229(g), if a pur-
chased item of DME or a prosthetic or
orthotic device paid for under this sub-
part has been in continuous use by the
patient for the equipment’s reasonable
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useful lifetime or if the carrier deter-
mines that the item is lost or irrep-
arably damaged, the patient may elect
to obtain a new piece of equipment.

(1) The reasonable useful lifetime of
DME or prosthetic and orthotic devices
is determined through program in-
structions. In the absence of program
instructions, carriers may determine
the reasonable useful lifetime of equip-
ment but in no case can it be less than
5 years. Computation is based on when
the equipment is delivered to the bene-
ficiary, not the age of the equipment.

(2) If the beneficiary elects to obtain
replacement equipment, payment is
made on a purchase basis.

[67 FR 57689, Dec. 7, 1992]

§414.220 Inexpensive or routinely pur-
chased items.

(a) Definitions. (1) Inexpensive equip-
ment means equipment the average pur-
chase price of which did not exceed $150
during the period July 1986 through
June 1987.

(2) Routinely purchased equipment
means equipment that was acquired by
purchase on a national basis at least 75
percent of the time during the period
July 1986 through June 1987.

(38) Accessories. Effective January 1,
1994, accessories used in conjunction
with a nebulizer, aspirator, or venti-
lator excluded from §414.222 meet the
definitions of ‘‘inexpensive equipment”’
and ‘‘routinely purchased equipment”
in paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this
section, respectively.

(b) Payment rules. (1) Subject to the
limitation in paragraph (b)(3) of this
section, payment for inexpensive and
routinely purchased items is made on a
rental basis or in a lump sum amount
for purchase of the item based on the
applicable fee schedule amount.

(2) Effective January 1, 1994, payment
for ostomy supplies, tracheostomy sup-
plies, urologicals, and surgical
dressings not furnished as incident to a
physician’s professional service or fur-
nished by an HHA is made using the
methodology for the inexpensive and
routinely purchased class.

(3) The total amount of payments
made for an item may not exceed the
fee schedule amount recognized for the
purchase of that item.

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-02 Edition)

(c) Fee schedule amount for 1989 and
1990. The fee schedule amount for pay-
ment of purchase or rental of inexpen-
sive or routinely purchased items fur-
nished in 1989 and 1990 is the local pay-
ment amount determined as follows:

(1) The carrier determines the aver-
age reasonable charge for inexpensive
or routinely purchased items that were
furnished during the period July 1, 1986
through June 30, 1987 based on the
mean of the carrier’s allowed charges
for the item. A separate determination
of an average reasonable charge is
made for rental equipment, new pur-
chased equipment, and used purchased
equipment.

(2) The carrier adjusts the amount
determined under paragraph (c)(1) of
this section by the change in the level
of the CPI-U for the 6-month period
ending December 1987.

(d) Updating the local payment
amounts for years after 1990. For each
year subsequent to 1990, the local pay-
ment amounts of the preceding year
are increased or decreased by the cov-
ered item update. For 1991 and 1992, the
covered item update is reduced by 1
percentage point.

(e) Calculating the fee schedule
amounts for years after 1990. For years
after 1990, the fee schedule amounts are
equal to the national limited payment
amount.

(f) Calculating the national limited pay-
ment amount. The national limited pay-
ment amount is computed as follows:

(1) The 1991 national limited payment
amount is equal to:

(i) 100 percent of the local payment
amount if the local payment amount is
neither greater than the weighted aver-
age nor less than 85 percent of the
weighted average of all local payment
amounts;

(ii) The sum of 67 percent of the local
payment amount plus 33 percent of the
weighted average of all local payment
amounts if the local payment amount
exceeds the weighted average of all
local payment amounts; or

(iii) The sum of 67 percent of the
local payment amount plus 33 percent
of 85 percent of the weighted average of
all local payment amounts if the local
payment amount is less than 85 percent
of the weighted average of all local
payment amounts.
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(2) The 1992 national limited payment
amount is equal to:

(i) 100 percent of the local payment
amount if the local payment amount is
neither greater than the weighted aver-
age nor less than 85 percent of the
weighted average of all local payment
amounts;

(ii) The sum of 33 percent of the local
payment amount plus 67 percent of the
weighted average of all local payment
amounts if the local payment amount
exceeds the weighted average; or

(iii) The sum of 33 percent of the
local payment amount plus 67 percent
of 85 percent of the weighted average of
all local payment amounts if the local
payment amount is less than 85 percent
of the weighted average.

(3) For 1993, the national limited pay-
ment amount is equal to one of the fol-
lowing:

(i) 100 percent of the local payment
amount if the local payment amount is
neither greater than the weighted aver-
age nor less than 85 percent of the
weighted average of all local payment
amounts.

(ii) 100 percent of the weighted aver-
age of all local payment amounts if the
local payment amount exceeds the
weighted average of all local payment
amounts.

(iii) 85 percent of the weighted aver-
age of all local payment amounts if the
local payment amount is less than 85
percent of the weighted average of all
local payment amounts.

(4) For 1994 and subsequent years, the
national limited payment amount is
equal to one of the following:

(i) If the local payment amount is
not in excess of the median, nor less
than 85 percent of the median, of all
local payment amounts—100 percent of
the local payment amount.

(ii) If the local payment amount ex-
ceeds the median—100 percent of the
median of all local payment amounts.

(iii) If the local payment amount is
less than 85 percent of the median—85
percent of the median of all local pay-
ment amounts.

(g) Payment for surgical dressings. For
surgical dressings furnished after De-
cember 31, 1993, the national limited
payment amount is computed based on
local payment amounts using average
reasonable charges for the 12-month pe-

§414.222

riod ending December 31, 1992, in-
creased by the covered item updates for
1993 and 1994.

[67 FR 57689, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 35497, July 10, 1995]

§414.222 Items requiring frequent and
substantial servicing.

(a) Definition. Items requiring fre-
quent and substantial servicing in
order to avoid risk to the beneficiary’s
health are the following:

(1) Ventilators (except those that are
either continuous airway pressure de-
vices or intermittent assist devices
with continuous airway pressure de-
vices).

(2) Continuous and intermittent posi-
tive pressure breathing machines.

(3) Continuous passive motion ma-
chines.

(4) Other items specified in CMS pro-
gram instructions.

(5) Other items identified by the car-
rier.

(b) Payment rule. Rental payments for
items requiring frequent and substan-
tial servicing are made on a monthly
basis, and continue until medical ne-
cessity ends.

(c) Fee schedule amount for 1989 and
1990. The fee schedule amount for items
requiring frequent and substantial
servicing is the local payment amount
determined as follows:

(1) The carrier determines the aver-
age reasonable charge for rental of
items requiring frequent and substan-
tial servicing that were furnished dur-
ing the period July 1, 1986 through
June 30, 1987 based on the mean of the
carrier’s allowed charges for the item.

(2) The carrier adjusts the amounts
determined under paragraph (c)(1) of
this section by the change in the level
of the CPI-U for the 6-month period
ending December 1987.

(d) Updating the fee schedule amounts
for years after 1990. For years after 1990,
the fee schedules are determined using
the methodology contained in para-
graphs (d), (e), and (f) of §414.220.

(e) Transition to other payment classes.
For purposes of calculating the 15-
month rental period, beginning Janu-
ary 1, 1994, if an item has been paid for
under the frequent and substantial
servicing class and is subsequently paid
for under another payment class, the

639



§414.224

rental period begins with the first
month of continuous rental, even if
that period began before January 1,
1994. For example, if the rental period
began on July 1, 1993, the carrier must
use this date as beginning the first
month of rental. Likewise, for purposes
of calculating the 10-month purchase
option, the rental period begins with
the first month of continuous rental
without regard to when that period
started. For example, if the rental pe-
riod began in August 1993, the 10-month
purchase option must be offered to the
beneficiary in May 1994, the tenth
month of continuous rental.

[67 FR 57690, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 35497, July 10, 1995]

§414.224 Customized items.

(a) Criteria for a customized item. To be
considered a customized item for pay-
ment purposes under paragraph (b) of
this section, a covered item (including
a wheelchair) must be uniquely con-
structed or substantially modified for a
specific beneficiary according to the
description and orders of a physician
and be so different from another item
used for the same purpose that the two
items cannot be grouped together for
pricing purposes.

(b) Payment rule. Payment is made on
a lump sum basis for the purchase of a
customized item based on the carrier’s
individual consideration and judgment
of a reasonable payment amount for
each customized item. The carrier’s in-
dividual consideration takes into ac-
count written documentation on the
costs of the item including at least the
cost of labor and materials used in cus-
tomizing an item.

[66 FR 65998, Dec. 20, 1991, as amended at 58
FR 34919, June 30, 1993]

§414.226 Oxygen and oxygen equip-
ment.

(a) Payment rules. (1) Payment for
rental of oxygen equipment and pur-
chase of oxygen contents is made based
on a monthly fee schedule amount.

(2) Monthly fee schedule payments
continue until medical necessity ends.

(b) Monthly fee schedule amount. (1)
Monthly fee schedule amounts are sep-
arately calculated for the following
items:

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-02 Edition)

(i) Stationary oxygen equipment and
oxygen contents (stationary and port-
able oxygen contents).

(ii) Portable oxygen equipment only.

(iii) Stationary and portable oxygen
contents only.

(iv) Portable oxygen contents only.

(2) For 1989 and 1990, the monthly fee
schedule amounts are the local pay-
ment amounts determined as follows:

(i) The carrier determines the base
local average monthly payment rate
equal to the total reasonable charges
for the item for the 12-month period
ending December 1986 divided by the
total number of months for all bene-
ficiaries receiving the item for the
same period. In determining the local
average monthly payment rate, the fol-
lowing limitations apply:

(A) Purchase charges for oxygen sys-
tems are not included as items classi-
fied under paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this
section.

(B) Purchase charges for portable
equipment are not included as items
classified under paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of
this section.

(ii) The carrier determines the local
monthly payment amount equal to 0.95
times the base local average monthly
payment amount adjusted by the
change in the CPI-U for the six-month
period ending December 1987.

(3) For years after 1990, the fee sched-
ule amounts are determined using the
methodology contained in §414.220 (d),
(e), and (f).

(c) Application of monthly fee schedule
amounts. (1) The fee schedule amount
for items described in paragraph
(b)(1)(1) of this section is paid when the
beneficiary rents a stationary oxygen
system.

(2) Subject to the limitation set forth
in paragraph (d)(2) of this section, the
fee schedule amount for items de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this
section is paid when the beneficiary
rents a portable oxygen system.

(3) The fee schedule amount for items
described in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this
section is paid when the beneficiary
owns a stationary gaseous or liquid ox-
ygen system.

(4) The fee schedule amount for items
described in paragraph (b)(1)(iv) of this
section is paid when the beneficiary
owns or rents a portable gaseous or
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portable liquid oxygen system and uses
either a stationary oxygen concen-
trator or no stationary oxygen system.

(d) Volume adjustments: (1) The fee
schedule amount for an item described
in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section is
adjusted as follows:

(i) If the attending physician pre-
scribes an oxygen flow rate exceeding
four liters per minute, the fee schedule
amount is increased by 50 percent, sub-
ject to the limit in paragraph (d)(2) of
this section.

(ii) If the attending physician pre-
scribes an oxygen flow rate of less than
one liter per minute, the fee schedule
amount is decreased by 50 percent.

(2) If portable oxygen equipment is
used and the prescribed oxygen flow
rate exceeds four liters per minute, the
total fee schedule amount recognized
for payment is limited to the higher
of—

(i) The sum of the monthly fee sched-
ule amount for the items described in
paragraphs (b)(1)(i) and (ii) of this sec-
tion; or

(i1) The adjusted fee schedule amount
described in paragraph (d)(1)(i) of this
section.

(3) In establishing the volume adjust-
ment for those beneficiaries whose phy-
sicians prescribe varying flow rates,
the following rules apply:

(i) If the prescribed flow rate is dif-
ferent for stationary oxygen equipment
than for portable oxygen equipment,
the flow rate for the stationary equip-
ment is used.

(ii) If the prescribed flow rate is dif-
ferent for the patient at rest than for
the patient at exercise, the flow rate
for the patient at rest is used.

(iii) If the prescribed flow rate is dif-
ferent for nighttime use and daytime
use, the average of the two flow rates
is used.

[67 FR 57690, Dec. 7, 1992]

§414.228 Prosthetic and orthotic de-
vices.

(a) Payment rule. Payment is made on
a lump-sum basis for prosthetic and
orthotic devices subject to this sub-
part.

(b) Fee schedule amounts. The fee
schedule amount for prosthetic and
orthotic devices is determined as fol-
lows:

§414.228

(1) The carrier determines a base
local purchase price equal to the aver-
age reasonable charge for items pur-
chased during the period July 1, 1986
through June 30, 1987 based on the
mean of the carrier’s allowed charges
for the item.

(2) The carrier determines a local
purchase price equal to the following:

(1) For 1989 and 1990, the base local
purchase price is adjusted by the
change in the level of the CPI-U for the
6-month period ending December 1987.

(ii) For 1991 through 1993, the local
purchase price for the preceding year is
adjusted by the applicable percentage
increase for the year. The applicable
percentage increase is equal to 0 per-
cent for 1991. For 1992 and 1993, the ap-
plicable percentage increase is equal to
the percentage increase in the CPI-U
for the 12-month period ending with
June of the previous year.

(iii) For 1994 and 1995, the applicable
percentage increase is 0 percent.

(iv) For all subsequent years the ap-
plicable percentage increase is equal to
the percentage increase in the CPI-U
for the 12-month period ending with
June of the previous year.

(3) CMS determines the regional pur-
chase price equal to the following:

(i) For 1992, the average (weighted by
the relative volume of all claims
among carriers) of the local purchase
prices for the carriers in the region.

(ii) For 1993 and subsequent years,
the regional purchase price for the pre-
ceding year adjusted by the applicable
percentage increase for the year.

(4) CMS determines a purchase price
equal to the following:

(i) For 1989, 1990 and 1991, 100 percent
of the local purchase price.

(ii) For 1992, 75 percent of the local
purchase price plus 25 percent of the re-
gional purchase price.

(iii) For 1993, 50 percent of the local
purchase price plus 50 percent of the re-
gional purchase price.

(iv) For 1994 and subsequent years,
100 percent of the regional purchase
price.

(6) For 1992 and subsequent years,
CMS determines a national average
purchase price equal to the unweighted
average of the purchase prices deter-
mined under paragraph (b)(4) of this
section for all carriers.
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(6) CMS determines the fee schedule
amount equal to 100 percent of the pur-
chase price determined under para-
graph (b)(4) of this section, subject to
the following limitations:

(i) For 1992, the amount cannot be
greater than 125 percent nor less than
85 percent of the national average pur-
chase price determined under para-
graph (b)(5) of this section.

(ii) For 1993 and subsequent years,
the amount cannot be greater than 120
percent of the national average nor less
than 90 percent of the national average
purchase price determined under para-
graph (b)(5) of this section.

[67 FR 57691, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 35498, July 10, 1995]

§414.229 Other durable medical equip-
ment—capped rental items.

(a) General payment rule. Subject to
the limitation set forth in paragraph
(b) of this section, payment is made on
a rental or purchase option basis for
other durable medical equipment that
is not subject to the payment provi-
sions set forth in §§414.220 through
414.228.

(b) Fee schedule amounts for rental. (1)
For 1989 and 1990, the monthly fee
schedule amount for rental of other
covered durable medical equipment
equals 10 percent of the purchase price
recognized as determined under para-
graph (c) of this section subject to the
following limitation: For 1989 and 1990,
the fee schedule amount cannot be
greater than 115 percent nor less than
85 percent of the prevailing charge, as
determined under §405.504 of this chap-
ter, established for rental of the item
in January 1987, as adjusted by the
change in the level of the CPI-U for the
6-month period ending December 1987.

(2) For 1991 and subsequent years, the
monthly fee schedule amount for rent-
al of other covered durable medical
equipment equals 10 percent of the pur-
chase price recognized as determined
under paragraph (c) of this section for
each of the first 3 months and 7.5 per-
cent of the purchase price for each of
the remaining months.

(c) Determination of purchase price.
The purchase price of other covered du-
rable medical equipment is determined
as follows:

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-02 Edition)

(1) For 1989 and 1990. (i) The carrier
determines a base local purchase price
amount equal to the average of the
purchase prices submitted on an as-
signment-related basis of new items
supplied during the 6-month period
ending December 1986.

(ii) The purchase price is equal to the
base local purchase price adjusted by
the change in the level of the CPI-U for
the 6-month period ending December
19817.

(2) For 1991. (i) The local payment
amount is the purchase price for the
preceding year adjusted by the covered
item update for 1991 and decreased by
the percentage by which the average of
the reasonable charges for claims paid
for all other items described in §414.229,
is lower than the average of the pur-
chase prices submitted for such items
during the final 9 months of 1988.

(ii) The purchase price for 1991 is the
national limited payment amount as
determined using the methodology
contained in §414.220(f).

(3) For years after 1991. The purchase
price is determined using the method-
ology contained in paragraphs (d)
through (f) of §414.220.

(d) Purchase option. Suppliers must
offer a purchase option to beneficiaries
during the 10th continuous rental
month and, for power-driven wheel-
chairs, the purchase option must also
be made available at the time the
equipment is initially furnished.

(1) Suppliers must offer beneficiaries
the option of purchasing power-driven
wheelchairs at the time the supplier
first furnishes the item. Payment must
be on a lump-sum fee schedule pur-
chase basis if the beneficiary chooses
the purchase option. The purchase fee
is the amount established in §414.229(c).

(2) Suppliers must offer beneficiaries
the option of converting capped rental
items (including power-driven wheel-
chairs not purchased when initially
furnished) to purchased equipment dur-
ing their 10th continuous rental
month. Beneficiaries have one month
from the date the supplier makes the
offer to accept the purchase option.

(i) If the beneficiary does not accept
the purchase option, payment con-
tinues on a rental basis not to exceed a
period of continuous use of longer than
15 months. After 15 months of rental
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payments have been paid, the supplier
must continue to provide the item
without charge, other than a charge for
maintenance and servicing fees, until
medical necessity ends or Medicare
coverage ceases. A period of continuous
use is determined under the provisions
in §414.230.

(ii) If the beneficiary accepts the pur-
chase option, payment continues on a
rental basis not to exceed a period of
continuous use of longer than 13
months. On the first day after 13 con-
tinuous rental months during which
payment is made, the supplier must
transfer title to the equipment to the
beneficiary.

(e) Payment for maintenance and serv-
icing. (1) The carrier establishes a rea-
sonable fee for maintenance and serv-
icing for each rented item of other du-
rable medical equipment. The fee may
not exceed 10 percent of the purchase
price recognized as determined under
paragraph (c) of this section.

(2) Payment of the fee for mainte-
nance and servicing of other durable
medical equipment that is rented is
made only for equipment that con-
tinues to be used after 15 months of
rental payments have been made and is
limited to the following:

(i) For the first 6-month period, no
payments are to be made.

(ii) For each succeeding 6-month pe-
riod, payment may be made during the
first month of that period.

(3) Payment for maintenance and
servicing DME purchased in accord-
ance with paragraphs (d)(1) and
(d)(2)(ii) of this section, is made on the
basis of reasonable and necessary
charges.

(f) Transition to the fee schedules. For
purposes of computing the 10-month or
15-month period of continuous use for
other durable medical equipment, as
described in §414.230, the carrier counts
the first month that the beneficiary
continuously rented the equipment
without regard to whether that month
occurred before January 1, 1989 or
after. If a beneficiary’s 15-month rental
period ends prior to January 1, 1989, no
further purchase or rental payments
are to be made except for maintenance
and servicing of equipment as de-
scribed in paragraph (e) of this section.

§414.230

(g) Replacement of equipment. If the
item of equipment has been in contin-
uous use by the patient on either a
rental or purchase basis for the equip-
ment’s useful lifetime, or if the carrier
determines that the item is lost or ir-
reparably damaged, the patient may
elect to obtain a new piece of equip-
ment.

(1) The reasonable useful lifetime of
DME or prosthetic and orthotic devices
is determined through program in-
structions. In the absence of program
instructions, carriers may determine
the reasonable useful lifetime of equip-
ment but in no case can it be less than
5 years. Computation is based on when
the equipment is delivered to the bene-
ficiary, not the age of the equipment.

(2) If the beneficiary elects to obtain
replacement equipment, payment is
made on a rental or purchase basis in
accordance with paragraph (a) of this
section or on a lump-sum purchase
basis if a purchase agreement had been
entered into in accordance with para-
graph (d) of this section.

[67 FR 57691, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 35498, July 10, 1995]

§414.230 Determining a period of con-
tinuous use.

(a) Scope. This section sets forth the
rules that apply in determining a pe-
riod of continuous use for rental of du-
rable medical equipment.

(b) Continuous use. A period of contin-
uous use begins with the first month of
medical need and lasts until a bene-
ficiary’s medical need for a particular
item of durable medical equipment
ends.

(c) Temporary interruption. (1) A pe-
riod of continuous use allows for tem-
porary interruptions in the use of
equipment.

(2) An interruption of not longer than
60 consecutive days plus the days re-
maining in the rental month in which
use ceases is temporary, regardless of
the reason for the interruption.

(3) Unless there is a break in medical
necessity that lasts Innger than 60 con-
secutive days plus the days remaining
in the rental month in which use
ceases, medical necessity is presumed
to continue.

(d) Criteria for a new rental period. If
an interruption in the use of equipment
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continues for more than 60 consecutive
days plus the days remaining in the
rental month in which use ceases, a
new rental period begins if the supplier
submits all of the following informa-
tion—

(1) A new prescription.

(2) New medical necessity docu-
mentation.

(3) A statement describing the reason
for the interruption and demonstrating
that medical necessity in the prior epi-
sode ended.

(e) Beneficiary moves. A permanent or
temporary move made by a beneficiary
does not constitute an interruption in
the period of continuous use.

(f) New equipment. If a beneficiary
changes equipment or requires addi-
tional equipment based on a physi-
cian’s prescription, and the new or ad-
ditional equipment is found to be nec-
essary, a new period of continuous use
begins for the new or additional equip-
ment. A new period of continuous use
does not begin for base equipment that
is modified by an addition.

(g) New supplier. If a beneficiary
changes suppliers, a new period of con-
tinuous use does not begin.

[56 FR 50823, Oct. 9, 1991, as amended at 57 FR
57111, Dec. 3, 1992]

§414.232 Special payment rules for
transcutaneous electrical nerve
stimulators (TENS).

(a) General payment rule. Except as
provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, payment for TENS is made on a
purchase basis with the purchase price
determined using the methodology for
purchase of inexpensive or routinely
purchased items as described in
§414.220. The payment amount for
TENS computed under §414.220(c)(2) is
reduced according to the following for-
mula:

(1) Effective April 1, 1990—the origi-
nal payment amount is reduced by 15
percent.

(2) Effective January 1, 1991—the re-
duced payment amount in paragraph
(a)(1) is reduced by 15 percent.

(3) Effective January 1, 1994—the re-
duced payment amount in paragraph
(a)(1) is reduced by 45 percent.

(b) Ezxception. In order to permit an
attending physician time to determine
whether the purchase of the TENS is
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medically appropriate for a particular
patient, two months of rental pay-
ments may be made in addition to the
purchase price. The rental payments
are equal to 10 percent of the purchase
price.

[67 FR 57692, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 35498, July 10, 1995]

Subpart E—Determination of Rea-
sonable Charges Under the
ESRD Program

§414.300 Scope of subpart.

This subpart sets forth criteria and
procedures for payment of the fol-
lowing services furnished to ESRD pa-
tients:

(a) Physician services related to
renal dialysis.

(b) Physician services related to
renal transplantation.

(c) Home dialysis equipment,
plies, and support services.

(d) Epoetin (EPO) furnished by a sup-
plier of home dialysis equipment and
supplies to a home dialysis patient for
use in the home.

[66 FR 23441, June 8, 1990, as amended at 56
FR 43710, Sept. 4, 1991; 59 FR 1285, Jan. 10,
1994]

sup-

§414.310 Determination of reasonable
charges for physician services fur-
nished to renal dialysis patients.

(a) Principle. Physician services fur-
nished to renal dialysis patients are
subject to payment if the services are
otherwise covered by the Medicare pro-
gram and if they are considered reason-
able and medically necessary in ac-
cordance with section 1862(a)(1)(A) of
the Act.

(b) Scope and applicability—(1) Scope.
This section pertains to physician serv-
ices furnished to the following pa-
tients:

(i) Outpatient maintenance dialysis
patients who dialyze—

(A) In an independent or hospital-
based ESRD facility, or

(B) At home.

(ii) Hospital inpatients for which the
physician elects to continue payment
under the monthly capitation payment
(MCP) method described in §414.314.

(2) Applicability. These provisions
apply to routine professional services
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of physicians. They do not apply to ad-
ministrative services performed by
physicians, which are paid for as part
of a prospective payment for dialysis
services made to the facility under
§413.170 of this chapter.

(c) Definitions. For purposes of this
section, the following definitions
apply:

Administrative services are physician
services that are differentiated from
routine professional services and other
physician services because they are su-
pervision, as described in the definition
of “‘supervision of staff’’ of this section,
or are not related directly to the care
of an individual patient, but are sup-
portive of the facility as a whole and of
benefit to patients in general. Exam-
ples of administrative services include
supervision of staff, staff training, par-
ticipation in staff conferences and in
the management of the facility, and
advising staff on the procurement of
supplies.

Dialysis session is the period of time
that begins when the patient arrives at
the facility and ends when the patient
departs from the facility. In the case of
home dialysis, the period begins when
the patient prepares for dialysis and
generally ends when the patient is dis-
connected from the machine. In this
context, a dialysis facility includes
only those parts of the building used as
a facility. It does not include any areas
used as a physician’s office.

Medical direction, in contrast to su-
pervision of staff, is a routine profes-
sional service that entails substantial
direct involvement and the physical
presence of the physician in the deliv-
ery of services directly to the patient.

Routine professional services include
all physicians’ services furnished dur-
ing a dialysis session and all services
listed in paragraph (d) of this section
that meet the following requirements:

(1) They are personally furnished by
a physician to an individual patient.

(2) They contribute directly to the di-
agnosis or treatment of an individual
patient.

(3) They ordinarily must be per-
formed by a physician.

Supervision of staff, in contrast to
medical direction, is an administrative
service that does not necessarily re-
quire the physician to be present at the

§414.313

dialysis session. It is a general activity
primarily concerned with monitoring
performance of and giving guidance to
other health care personnel (such as
nurses and dialysis technicians) who
deliver services to patients.

(d) Types of routine professional serv-
ices. Routine professional services in-
clude at least all of the following serv-
ices when medically appropriate:

(1) Visits to the patient during dialy-
sis, and review of laboratory test re-
sults, nurses’ notes and any other med-
ical documentation, as a basis for—

(i) Adjustment of the patient’s medi-
cation or diet, or the dialysis proce-
dure;

(ii) Prescription of medical supplies;
and

(iii) Evaluation of the patient’s psy-
chosocial status and the appropriate-
ness of the treatment modality.

(2) Medical direction of staff in deliv-
ering services to a patient during a di-
alysis session.

(3) Pre-dialysis and post-dialysis ex-
aminations, or examinations that
could have been furnished on a pre-di-
alysis or post-dialysis basis.

(4) Insertion of catheters for patients
who are on peritoneal dialysis and do
not have indwelling catheters.

(e) Payment for routine professional
services. Beginning August 7, 1990, rou-
tine professional services furnished by
physicians may be paid under either
the ‘‘initial method” of payment de-
scribed in §414.313, (if all of the physi-
cians at the facility elect the initial
method) or under the ‘‘physician MCP
method” described in §414.314. Physi-
cian services furnished after July 31,
1983 and before August 6, 1990, are pay-
able only under the MCP method de-
scribed in §414.314.

§414.313 Initial method of payment.

(a) Basic rule. Under this method, the
intermediary pays the facility for rou-
tine professional services furnished by
physicians. Payment is in the form of
an add-on to the facility’s composite
rate payment, which is described in
part 413, subpart H of this subchapter.

(b) Services for which payment is not
included in the add-on payment. (1) Phy-
sician administrative services are con-
sidered to be facility services and are
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paid for as part of the facility’s com-
posite rate.

(2) The carrier pays the physician or
the beneficiary (as appropriate) under
the reasonable charge criteria set forth
in subpart E of part 405 of this chapter
for the following services:

(i) Physician services that must be
furnished at a time other than during
the dialysis session (excluding pre-di-
alysis and post-dialysis examinations
and examinations that could have been
furnished on a pre-dialysis or post-di-
alysis basis), such as monthly and
semi-annual examinations to review
health status and treatment.

(ii) Physician surgical services other
than insertion of catheters for patients
who are on peritoneal dialysis and do
not have indwelling catheters.

(iii) Physician services furnished to
hospital inpatients who were not ad-
mitted solely to receive maintenance
dialysis.

(iv) Administration of hepatitis B
vaccine.

(c) Physician election of the initial
method. (1) Each physician in a facility
must submit to the appropriate carrier
and intermediary that serve the facil-
ity a statement of election of the ini-
tial method of payment for all the
ESRD facility patients that he or she
attends.

(2) The initial method of payment ap-
plies to dialysis services furnished be-
ginning with the second calendar
month after the month in which all
physicians in the facility elect the ini-
tial method and continues until the ef-
fective date of a termination of the
election described in paragraph (d) of
this section.

(d) Termination of the initial method.
(1) Physicians may terminate the ini-
tial method of payment by written no-
tice to the carrier(s) that serves each
physician and to the intermediary that
serves the facility.

(2) If the notice terminating the ini-
tial method is received by the car-
rier(s) and intermediary—

(i) On or before November 1, the ef-
fective date of the termination is Janu-
ary 1 of the year following the calendar
year in which the termination notice is
received by the carrier(s) and inter-
mediary; or
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(ii) After November 1, the effective
date of the termination is January 1 of
the second year after the calendar year
in which the notice is received by the
carrier(s) and intermediary.

(e) Determination of payment amount.
The factors used in determining the
add-on amount are related to program
experience. They are re-evaluated peri-
odically and may be adjusted, as deter-
mined necessary by CMS, to maintain
the payment at a level commensurate
with the prevailing charges of other
physicians for comparable services.

(f) Publication of payment amount. Re-
visions to the add-on amounts are pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER in ac-
cordance with the Department’s estab-
lished rulemaking procedures.

[656 FR 23441, June 8, 1990, as amended at 62
FR 43674, Aug. 15, 1997]

§414.314 Monthly capitation payment
method.

(a) Basic rules. (1) Under the monthly
capitation payment (MCP) method, the
carrier pays an MCP amount for each
patient, to cover all professional serv-
ices furnished by the physician, except
those listed in paragraph (b) of this
section.

(2) The carrier pays the MCP amount,
subject to the deductible and coinsur-
ance provisions, either to the physician
if the physician accepts assignment or
to the beneficiary if the physician does
not accept assignment.

(3) The MCP method recognizes the
need of maintenance dialysis patients
for physician services furnished peri-
odically over relatively long periods of
time, and the capitation amounts are

consistent with physicians’ charging
patterns in their localities.
(4) Payment of the capitation

amount for any particular month is
contingent upon the physician fur-
nishing to the patient all physician
services required by the patient during
the month, except those listed in para-
graph (b) of this section.

(5) Payment for physician adminis-
trative services (§414.310) is made to
the dialysis facility as part of the fa-
cility’s composite rate (part 413, sub-
part H of this subchapter) and not to
the physician under the MCP.

(b) Services not included in the MCP.
(1) Services that are not included in
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the MCP and which may be paid in ac-
cordance with the reasonable charge
rules set forth in subpart E of part 405
of this chapter are limited to the fol-
lowing:

(i) Administration of hepatitis B vac-
cine.

(ii) Covered physician services fur-
nished by another physician when the
patient is not available to receive, or
the attending physician is not avail-
able to furnish, the outpatient services
as usual (see paragraph (b)(3) of this
section).

(iii) Covered physician services fur-
nished to hospital inpatients, including
services related to inpatient dialysis,
by a physician who elects not to con-
tinue to receive the MCP during the pe-
riod of inpatient stay.

(iv) Surgical services, including
declotting of shunts, other than the in-
sertion of catheters for patients on
maintenance peritoneal dialysis who
do not have indwelling catheters.

(v) Needed physician services that
are—

(A) Furnished by the physician fur-
nishing renal care or by another physi-
cian;

(B) Not related to the treatment of
the patient’s renal condition; and

(C) Not furnished during a dialysis
session or an office visit required be-
cause of the patient’s renal condition.

(2) For the services described in para-
graph (b)(1)(v) of this section, the fol-
lowing rules apply:

(i) The physician must provide docu-
mentation to show that the services
are not related to the treatment of the
patient’s renal condition and that addi-
tional visits are required.

(ii) The carrier’s medical staff, acting
on the basis of the documentation and
appropriate medical consultation ob-
tained by the carrier, determines
whether additional payment for the ad-
ditional services is warranted.

(3) The MCP is reduced in proportion
to the number of days the patient is—

(i) Hospitalized and the physician
elects to bill separately for services
furnished during hospitalization; or

(ii) Not attended by the physician or
his or her substitute for any reason, in-
cluding when the physician is not
available to furnish patient care or

§414.320

when the patient is not available to re-
ceive care.

(c) Determination of payment amount.
The amount of payment for the MCP is
determined under the Medicare physi-
cian fee schedule described in this part
414.

[656 FR 23441, June 8, 1990, as amended at 59
FR 63463, Dec. 8, 1994; 62 FR 43674, Aug. 15,
1997]

§414.316 Payment for physician serv-
ices to patients in training for self-
dialysis and home dialysis.

(a) For each patient, the carrier pays
a flat amount that covers all physician
services required to create the capacity
for self-dialysis and home dialysis.

(b) CMS determines the amount on
the basis of program experience and re-
views it periodically.

(c) The payment is made at the end
of the training course, is subject to the
deductible and coinsurance provisions,
and is in addition to any amounts pay-
able under the initial or MCP methods
set forth in §§414.313 and 414.314, respec-
tively.

(d) If the training is not completed,
the payment amount is proportionate
to the time spent in training.

§414.320 Determination of reasonable
charges for physician renal trans-
plantation services.

(a) Comprehensive payment for services
furnished during a 60-day period. (1) The
comprehensive payment is subject to
the deductible and coinsurance provi-
sions and is for all surgeon services fur-
nished during a period of 60 days in
connection with a renal transplan-
tation, including the wusual ©pre-
operative and postoperative care, and
for immunosuppressant therapy if su-
pervised by the transplant surgeon.

(2) Additional sums, in amounts es-
tablished on the basis of program expe-
rience, may be included in the com-
prehensive payment for other surgery
performed concurrently with the trans-
plant operation.

(3) The amount of the comprehensive
payment may not exceed the lower of
the following:

(i) The actual charges made for the
services.

(ii) Overall national payment levels
established under the ESRD program
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and adjusted to give effect to wvari-
ations in physician’s charges through-
out the mnation. (These adjusted
amounts are the maximum allowances
in a carrier’s service area for renal
transplantation surgery and related
services by surgeons.)

(4) Maximum allowances computed
under these instructions are revised at
the beginning of each calendar year to
the extent permitted by the lesser of
the following:

(i) Changes in the economic index as
described in §405.504(a)(3)(i) of this
chapter.

(ii) Percentage changes in the
weighted average of the carrier’s pre-
vailing charges (before adjustment by
the economic index) for—

(A) A unilateral nephrectomy; or

(B) Another medical or surgical serv-
ice designated by CMS for this purpose.

(b) Other payments. Payments for cov-
ered medical services furnished to the
transplant recipient by other special-
ists, as well as for services by the
transplant surgeon after the 60-day pe-
riod covered by the comprehensive pay-
ment, are made under the reasonable
charge criteria set forth in §405.502 (a)
through (d) of this chapter. The pay-
ments for physicians’ services in con-
nection with renal transplantations are
changed on the basis of program expe-
rience and the expected advances in the
medical art for this operation.

§414.330 Payment for home dialysis
equipment, supplies, and support
services.

(a) Equipment and supplies—(1) Basic
rule. Except as provided in paragraph
(a)(2) of this section, Medicare pays for
home dialysis equipment and supplies
only under the prospective payment
rates established at §413.170.

(2) Exception. If the conditions in sub-
paragraphs (a)(2) (i) through (iv) of this
section are met, Medicare pays for
home analysis equipment and supplies
on a reasonable charge basis in accord-
ance with subpart E (Criteria for De-
termination of Reasonable Charges;
Reimbursement for Services of Hos-
pital Interns, Residents, and Super-
vising Physicians) of part 405, but the
amount of payment may not exceed the
limit for equipment and supplies in
paragraph (c¢)(2) of this section.
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(i) The patient elects to obtain home
dialysis equipment and supplies from a
supplier that is not a Medicare ap-
proved dialysis facility.

(ii) The patient certifies to CMS that
he or she has only one supplier for all
home dialysis equipment and supplies.
This certification is made on CMS
Form 382 (the ‘“ESRD Beneficiary Se-
lection’ form).

(iii) In writing, the supplier—

(A) Agrees to receive Medicare pay-
ment for home dialysis supplies and
equipment only on an assignment-re-
lated basis; and

(B) Certifies to CMS that it has a
written agreement with one Medicare
approved dialysis facility or, if the ben-
eficiary is also entitled to military or
veteran’s benefits, one military or Vet-
erans Administration hospital, for each
patient. (See subpart U of part 405 of
this chapter for the requirements for a
Medicare approved dialysis facility.)
Under the agreement, the facility or
military or VA hospital agrees to the
following:

(I) To furnish all home dialysis sup-
port services for each patient in ac-
cordance with subpart U (Conditions
for Coverage of Suppliers of ESRD
Services) of this chapter. (§410.52 sets
forth the scope and conditions of Medi-
care Part B coverage of home dialysis
services, supplies, and equipment.)

(2) To furnish institutional dialysis
services and supplies. (§410.50 sets forth
the scope and conditions for Medicare
Part B coverage of institutional dialy-
sis services and supplies.)

(3) To furnish dialysis-related emer-
gency services.

(4) To arrange for a Medicare ap-
proved laboratory to perform dialysis-
related laboratory tests that are cov-
ered under the composite rate estab-
lished at §413.170 and to arrange for the
laboratory to seek payment from the
facility. The facility then includes
these laboratory services in its claim
for payment for home dialysis support
services.

(5) To arrange for a Medicare ap-
proved laboratory to perform dialysis-
related laboratory tests that are not
covered under the composite rate es-
tablished at §413.170 and for which the
laboratory files a Medicare claim di-
rectly.
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(6) To furnish all other necessary di-
alysis services and supplies (that is,
those which are not home dialysis
equipment and supplies).

(7) To satisfy all documentation, rec-
ordkeeping and reporting requirements
in subpart U (Conditions for Coverage
of Suppliers of ESRD Services) of this
chapter. This includes maintaining a
complete medical record of ESRD re-
lated items and services furnished by
other parties. The facility must report,
on the forms required by CMS or the
ESRD network, all data for each pa-
tient in accordance with subpart U.

(iv) The facility with which the
agreement is made must be located
within a reasonable distance from the
patient’s home (that is, located so that
the facility can actually furnish the
needed services in a practical and time-
ly manner, taking into account vari-
ables like the terrain, whether the pa-
tient’s home is located in an urban or
rural area, the availability of transpor-
tation, and the usual distances trav-
eled by patients in the area to obtain
health care services).

(b) Support services—(1) Basic rule. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b)(2) of
this section, Medicare pays for support
services only under the prospective
payment rates established in §413.170 of
this chapter.

(2) Ezxceptions. If the patient elects to
obtain home dialysis equipment and
supplies from a supplier that is not an
approved ESRD facility, Medicare pays
for support services, other than sup-
port services furnished by military or
VA hospitals referred to in paragraph
(a)(2)(1ii)(B) of this section, under para-
graphs (b)(2) (i) and (ii) of this section
but in no case may the amount of pay-
ment exceed the limit for support serv-
ices in paragraph (c)(1) of this section:

(i) For support services furnished by
a hospital-based ESRD facility, Medi-
care pays on a reasonable cost basis in
accordance with part 413 of this chap-
ter.

(ii) For support services furnished by
an independent ESRD facility, Medi-
care pays on the basis of reasonable
charges that are related to costs and
allowances that are reasonable when
the services are furnished in an effec-
tive and economical manner.

§414.335

(c) Payment limits—(1) Support services.
The amount of payment for home di-
alysis support services is limited to the
national average Medicare-allowed
charge per patient per month for home
dialysis support services, as deter-
mined by CMS, plus the median cost
per treatment for all dialysis facilities
for laboratory tests included under the
composite rate, as determined by CMS,
multiplied by the national average
number of treatments per month.

(2) Equipment and supplies. Payment
for home dialysis equipment and sup-
plies is limited to an amount equal to
the result obtained by subtracting the
support services payment limit in para-
graph (c)(1) of this section from the
amount (or, in the case of continuous
cycling peritoneal dialysis, 130 percent)
of the national median payment as de-
termined by CMS that would have been
made under the prospective payment
rates established in §413.170 of this
chapter for hospital-based facilities.

(3) Notification of changes to the pay-
ment limits. Updated data are incor-
porated into the payment limits when
the prospective payment rates estab-
lished at §413.170 of this chapter are up-
dated, and changes are announced by
notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER with-
out a public comment period. Revisions
of the methodology for determining the
limits are published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER in accordance with the De-
partment’s established rulemaking
procedures.

[67 FR 54187, Nov. 17, 1992]

§414.335 Payment for EPO furnished
to a home dialysis patient for use in
the home.

(a) Payment for EPO used at home by
a home dialysis patient is made only to
either a Medicare approved ESRD facil-
ity or a supplier of home dialysis
equipment and supplies.

(b) Payment is made in accordance
with the rules set forth in §413.170 of
this chapter.

[56 FR 43710, Sept. 4, 1991]

Subparts F-G [Reserved]
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Subpart H—Fee Schedule for
Ambulance Services

[67 FR 9132, Feb. 27, 2002]

§414.601 Purpose.

This subpart implements section
1834(1) of the Act by establishing a fee
schedule for the payment of ambulance
services. Section 1834(1) of the Act re-
quires that, except for services fur-
nished by certain critical access hos-
pitals (see §413.70(b)(5) of this chapter),
payment for all ambulance services,
otherwise previously payable on a rea-
sonable charge basis or retrospective
reasonable cost basis, be made under a
fee schedule.

§414.605 Definitions.

As used in this subpart, the following
definitions apply to both land and
water (hereafter collectively referred
to as ‘‘ground’) ambulance services
and to air ambulance services unless
otherwise specified:

Advanced life support (ALS) assessment
is an assessment performed by an ALS
crew as part of an emergency response
that was necessary because the pa-
tient’s reported condition at the time
of dispatch was such that only an ALS
crew was qualified to perform the as-
sessment. An ALS assessment does not
necessarily result in a determination
that the patient requires an ALS level
of service.

Advanced life support (ALS) interven-
tion means a procedure that is, in ac-
cordance with State and local laws, be-
yond the scope of authority of an emer-
gency medical technician-basic (EMT-
Basic).

Advanced life support, level 1 (ALSI)
means transportation by ground ambu-
lance vehicle, medically necessary sup-
plies and services and either an ALS
assessment by ALS personnel or the
provision of at least one ALS interven-
tion.

Advanced life support, level 2 (ALS2)
means either transportation by ground
ambulance vehicle, medically nec-
essary supplies and services, and the
administration of at least three medi-
cations by intravenous push/bolus or
by continuous infusion excluding crys-
talloid, hypotonic, isotonic, and
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hypertonic solutions (Dextrose, Normal
Saline, Ringer’s Lactate); or transpor-
tation, medically necessary supplies
and services, and the provision of at
least one of the following ALS proce-
dures:

(1) Manual
cardioversion.

(2) Endotracheal intubation.

(3) Central venous line.

(4) Cardiac pacing.

(5) Chest decompression.

(6) Surgical airway.

(7) Intraosseous line.

Advanced life support (ALS) personnel
means an individual trained to the
level of the emergency medical techni-
cian-intermediate (EMT-Intermediate)
or paramedic. The EMT-Intermediate
is defined as an individual who is quali-
fied, in accordance with State and
local laws, as an EMT-Basic and who is
also qualified in accordance with State
and local laws to perform essential ad-
vanced techniques and to administer a
limited number of medications. The
EMT-Paramedic is defined as pos-
sessing the qualifications of the EMT-
Intermediate and also, in accordance
with State and local laws, as having
enhanced skills that include being able
to administer additional interventions
and medications.

Basic life support (BLS) means trans-
portation by ground ambulance vehicle
and medically necessary supplies and
services, plus the provision of BLS am-
bulance services. The ambulance must
be staffed by an individual who is
qualified in accordance with State and
local laws as an emergency medical
technician-basic (EMT-Basic). These
laws may vary from State to State.
For example, only in some States is an
EMT-Basic permitted to operate lim-
ited equipment on board the vehicle,
assist more qualified personnel in per-
forming assessments and interventions,
and establish a peripheral intravenous
(IV) line.

Conversion factor (CF) is the dollar
amount established by CMS that is
multiplied by relative value units to
produce ground ambulance service base
rates.

Emergency response means responding
immediately at the BLS or ALSI1 level
of service to a 911 call or the equivalent
in areas without a 911 call system. An

defibrillation/
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immediate response is one in which the
ambulance supplier begins as quickly
as possible to take the steps necessary
to respond to the call.

Fired wing air ambulance (FW) means
transportation by a fixed wing aircraft
that is certified as a fixed wing air am-
bulance and such services and supplies
as may be medically necessary.

Geographic adjustment factor (GAF)
means the practice expense (PE) por-
tion of the geographic practice cost
index (GPCI) from the physician fee
schedule as applied to a percentage of
the base rate. For ground ambulance
services, the PE portion of the GPCI is
applied to 70 percent of the base rate
for each level of service. For air ambu-
lance services, the PE portion of the
GPCI is applied to 50 percent of the ap-
plicable base rate.

Goldsmith modification means the rec-
ognition of rural areas within certain
Standard  Metropolitan Statistical
Areas wherein a census tract is deemed
to be rural when located within a large
metropolitan county of at least 1,225
square miles, but is so isolated from
the metropolitan core of that county
by distance or physical features as to
be more rural than urban in character.

Loaded mileage means the number of
miles the Medicare beneficiary is
transported in the ambulance vehicle.

Paramedic ALS intercept (PI) means
EMT-Paramedic services furnished by
an entity that does not furnish the
ground ambulance transport, provided
the services meet the requirements
specified in §410.40(c) of this chapter.

Point of pick-up means the location of
the beneficiary at the time he or she is
placed on board the ambulance.

Relative value units (RVUs) means a
value assigned to a ground ambulance
service.

Rotary wing air ambulance (RW)
means transportation by a helicopter
that is certified as an ambulance and
such services and supplies as may be
medically necessary.

Rural adjustment factor (RAF) means
an adjustment applied to the base pay-
ment rate when the point of pick-up is
located in a rural area.

Rural area means an area located out-
side a Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA), or a New England County Met-
ropolitan Area (NECMA), or an area

§414.610

within an MSA that is identified as
rural by the Goldsmith modification.

Specialty care transport (SCT) means
interfacility transportation of a criti-
cally injured or ill beneficiary by a
ground ambulance vehicle, including
medically necessary supplies and serv-
ices, at a level of service beyond the
scope of the EMT-Paramedic. SCT is
necessary when a beneficiary’s condi-
tion requires ongoing care that must
be furnished by one or more health pro-
fessionals in an appropriate specialty
area, for example, nursing, emergency
medicine, respiratory care, cardio-
vascular care, or a paramedic with ad-
ditional training.

§414.610 Basis of payment.

(a) Method of payment. Medicare pay-
ment for ambulance services is based
on the lesser of the actual charge or
the applicable fee schedule amount.
The fee schedule payment for ambu-
lance services equals a base rate for the
level of service plus payment for mile-
age and applicable adjustment factors.
Except for services furnished by cer-
tain critical access hospitals or enti-
ties owned and operated by them, as
described in §413.70(b) of this chapter,
all ambulance services are paid under
the fee schedule specified in this sub-
part (regardless of the vehicle fur-
nishing the service).

(b) Mandatory assignment. Effective
with implementation of the ambulance
fee schedule described in §414.601 (that
is, for services furnished on or after
April 1, 2002), all payments made for
ambulance services are made only on
an assignment-related basis. Ambu-
lance suppliers must accept the Medi-
care allowed charge as payment in full
and may not bill or collect from the
beneficiary any amount other than the
unmet Part B deductible and Part B
coinsurance amounts. Violations of
this requirement may subject the pro-
vider or supplier to sanctions, as pro-
vided by law (part 402 of this chapter).

(c) Formula for computation of payment
amounts. The fee schedule payment
amount for ambulance services is com-
puted according to the following provi-
sions:

(1) Ground ambulance service levels.
The CF is multiplied by the applicable
RVUs for each level of service to
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produce a service-level base rate. The
service-level base rate is then adjusted
by the GAF. Compare this amount to
the actual charge. The lesser of the
charge or the GAF adjusted base rate
amount is added to the payment rate
per mile, multiplied by the number of
miles that the beneficiary was trans-
ported. When applicable, the appro-
priate RAF is applied to the ground
mileage rate to determine the appro-
priate payment rates. The RVU scale
for the ambulance fee schedule is as
follows:

Relative
Service level value units

(RVUs)
BLS o 1.00
BLS-Emergency 1.60
ALSL .............. 1.20
ALS1-Emergency 1.90
ALS2 ...l 2.75
SCT ... . 3.25
Pl 1.75

(2) Air ambulance service levels. The
base payment rate for the applicable
type of air ambulance service is ad-
justed by the GAF and, when applica-
ble, by the appropriate RAF to deter-
mine the amount of payment. Air am-
bulance services have no CF or RVUs.
This amount is compared to the actual
charge. The lesser of the charge or the
adjusted GAF rate amount is added to
the payment rate per mile, multiplied
by the number of miles that the bene-
ficiary was transported. When applica-
ble, the appropriate RAF is also ap-
plied to the air mileage rate.

(3) Loaded mileage. Payment is made
for each loaded mile. Air mileage is
based on loaded miles flown as ex-
pressed in statute miles. There are
three mileage payment rates: a rate for
FW services, a rate for RW services,
and a rate for all levels of ground
transportation.

(4) Geographic adjustment factor (GAF).
For ground ambulance services, the PE
portion of the GPCI from the physician
fee schedule is applied to 70 percent of
the base rate for ground ambulance
services. For air ambulance services,
the PE portion of the physician fee
schedule GPCI is applied to 50 percent
of the base rate for air ambulance serv-
ices.

(5) Rural adjustment factor (RAF). For
ground ambulance services where the
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point of pickup is in a rural area, the
mileage rate is increased by 50 percent
for each of the first 17 miles and by 25
percent for miles 18 through 50. The
standard mileage rate applies to every
mile over 50 miles. For air ambulance
services where the point of pickup is in
a rural area, the total payment is in-
creased by 50 percent; that is, the rural
adjustment factor applies to the sum of
the base rate and the mileage rate.

(6) Multiple patients. The allowable
amount per beneficiary for a single am-
bulance transport when more than one
patient is transported simultaneously
is based on the total number of pa-
tients (both Medicare and non-Medi-
care) on board. If two patients are
transported simultaneously, then the
payment allowance for the beneficiary
(or for each of them if both patients
are beneficiaries) is equal to 75 percent
of the service payment allowance ap-
plicable for the level of care furnished
to the beneficiary, plus 50 percent of
the applicable mileage payment allow-
ance. If three or more patients are
transported simultaneously, the pay-
ment allowance for the beneficiary (or
each of them) is equal to 60 percent of
the service payment allowance applica-
ble for the level of care furnished to
the beneficiary, plus the applicable
mileage payment allowance divided by
the number of patients on board.

(d) Payment. Payment, in accordance
with this subpart, represents payment
in full (subject to applicable Medicare
Part B deductible and coinsurance re-
quirements as described in subpart G of
part 409 of this chapter or in subpart I
of part 410 of this chapter) for all serv-
ices, supplies, and other costs for an
ambulance service furnished to a Medi-
care beneficiary. No direct payment
will be made under this subpart if bill-
ing for the ambulance service is re-
quired to be consolidated with billing
for another benefit for which payment
may be made under this chapter.

(e) Point of pick-up. The zip code of
the point of pick-up must be reported
on each claim for ambulance services
so that the correct GAF and RAF may
be applied, as appropriate.

(f) Updates. The CF, the air ambu-
lance base rates, and the mileage rates
are updated annually by an inflation
factor established by law. The inflation
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factor is based on the consumer price
index for all urban consumers (CPI-U)
(U.S. city average) for the 12-month pe-
riod ending with June of the previous
year.

(g) Adjustments. The Secretary will
annually review rates and will adjust
the CF and air ambulance rates if ac-
tual experience under the fee schedule
is significantly different from the as-
sumptions used to determine the ini-
tial CF and air ambulance rates. The
CF and air ambulance rates will not be
adjusted solely because of changes in
the total number of ambulance trans-
ports.

§414.615 Transition to the ambulance
fee schedule.

The fee schedule for ambulance serv-
ices will be phased in over 5 years be-
ginning April 1, 2002. Subject to the
first sentence in §414.610(a), payment
for services furnished during the tran-
sition period is made based on a com-
bination of the fee schedule payment
for ambulance services and the amount
the program would have paid absent
the fee schedule for ambulance serv-
ices, as follows:

(a) 2002 Payment. For services fur-
nished in 2002, the payment for the
service component, the mileage compo-
nent and, if applicable, the supply com-
ponent is based on 80 percent of the
reasonable charge for independent sup-
pliers or on 80 percent of reasonable
cost for providers, plus 20 percent of
the ambulance fee schedule amount for
the service and mileage components.
The reasonable charge or reasonable
cost portion of payment in CY 2002 is
equal to the supplier’s reasonable
charge allowance or provider’s reason-
able cost allowance for CY 2001, multi-
plied by the statutory inflation factor
for ambulance services.

(b) 2003 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2003, payment is based on
60 percent of the reasonable charge or
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 40
percent of the ambulance fee schedule
amount. The reasonable charge and
reasonable cost portion in CY 2003 is
equal to the supplier’s reasonable
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for
CY 2002, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services.
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(c) 2004 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2004, payment is based on
40 percent of the reasonable charge or
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 60
percent of the ambulance fee schedule
amount. The reasonable charge and
reasonable cost portion in CY 2004 is
equal to the supplier’s reasonable
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for
CY 2003, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services.

(d) 2005 Payment. For services fur-
nished in CY 2005, payment is based on
20 percent of the reasonable charge or
reasonable cost, as applicable, plus 80
percent of the ambulance fee schedule
amount. The reasonable charge and
reasonable cost portion in CY 2005 is
equal to the supplier’s reasonable
charge or provider’s reasonable cost for
CY 2004, multiplied by the statutory in-
flation factor for ambulance services.

(e) 2006 and Beyond Payment. For
services furnished in CY 2006 and there-
after, the payment is based solely on
the ambulance fee schedule amount.

(f) Updates. The portion of the transi-
tion payment that is based on the ex-
isting payment methodology (that is,
the non-fee-schedule portion) is up-
dated annually for inflation by a factor
equal to the percentage increase in the
CPI-U (U.S. city average) for the 12-
month period ending with June of the
previous year. The CY 2002 inflation
update factor used to update the 2001
payment amounts is applied to the
annualized (average) payment amounts
for CY 2001. For the period January 1,
2001 through June 30, 2001, the inflation
update factor is 2.7 percent. For the pe-
riod July 1, 2001 through December 31,
2001, the inflation update factor is 4.7
percent. The average for the year is 3.7
percent. Thus, the annualized (average)
CY 2001 payment amounts used to de-
rive the CY 2002 payment amounts are
equivalent to the CY 2001 payment
amounts that would have been deter-
mined had the inflation update factor
for the entire CY 2001 been 3.7 percent.
Both portions of the transition pay-
ment (that is, the portion that is based
on reasonable charge or reasonable
cost and the portion that is based on
the ambulance fee schedule) are up-
dated annually for inflation by the in-
flation factor described in §414.610(f).
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(g) Exception. There will be no blend-
ed payment allowance as described in
paragraphs (a), (b), (¢), and (d) of this
section for ground mileage in those
States where the Medicare carrier paid
separately for all out-of-county ground
ambulance mileage, but did not, before
the implementation of the Medicare
ambulance fee schedule, make a sepa-
rate payment for any ground ambu-
lance mileage within the county in
which the beneficiary was transported.
Payment for ground ambulance mile-
age in that State will be made based on
the full ambulance fee schedule
amount for ground mileage. This ex-
ception applies only to carrier-proc-
essed claims and only in those States
in which the carrier paid separately for
out-of-county ambulance mileage, but
did not make separate payment for any
in-county mileage throughout the en-
tire State.

§414.620 Publication of the ambulance
fee schedule.

Changes in payment rates resulting
from incorporation of the annual infla-
tion factor described in §414.610(f) will
be announced by notice in the FEDERAL
REGISTER without opportunity for prior
comment. CMS will follow applicable
rulemaking procedures in publishing
revisions to the fee schedule for ambu-
lance services that result from any fac-
tors other than the inflation factor.

§414.625 Limitation on review.

There will be no administrative or ju-
dicial review under section 1869 of the
Act or otherwise of the amounts estab-
lished under the fee schedule for ambu-
lance services, including the following:

(a) Establishing mechanisms to con-
trol increases in expenditures for am-
bulance services.

(b) Establishing definitions for ambu-
lance services that link payments to
the type of services provided.

(c) Considering appropriate regional
and operational differences.

(d) Considering adjustments to pay-
ment rates to account for inflation and
other relevant factors.

(e) Phasing in the application of the
payment rates under the fee schedule
in an efficient and fair manner.
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PART 415—SERVICES FURNISHED BY
PHYSICIANS IN PROVIDERS, SU-
PERVISING PHYSICIANS IN
TEACHING SETTINGS, AND RESI-
DENTS IN CERTAIN SETTINGS

Subpart A—General Provisions

Sec.
415.1 Basis and scope.

Subpart B—Fiscal Intermediary Payments
to Providers for Physician Services

415.50 Scope.

415.55 General payment rules.

415.60 Allocation of physician compensation
costs.

415.70 Limits on compensation for physician
services in providers.

Subpart C—Part B Carrier Payments for
Physician Services to Beneficiaries in
Providers

415.100 Scope.

415.102 Conditions for fee schedule payment
for physician services to beneficiaries in
providers.

415.106 Amounts of payment for physician
services to beneficiaries in providers.
415.110 Conditions for payment: Medically

directed anesthesia services.

415.120 Conditions for payment: Radiology
services.

415.130 Conditions for payment: Physician
pathology services.

Subpart D—Physician Services in Teaching
Settings

415.150 Scope.

415.152 Definitions.

415.160 Election of reasonable cost payment
for direct medical and surgical services
of physicians in teaching hospitals: Gen-
eral provisions.

415.162 Determining payment for physician
services furnished to beneficiaries in
teaching hospitals.

415.164 Payment to a fund.

415.170 Conditions for payment on a fee
schedule basis for physician services in a
teaching setting.

415.172 Physician fee schedule payment for
services of teaching physicians.

415.174 Exception: Evaluation and manage-
ment services furnished in certain cen-
ters.

415.176 Renal dialysis services.

415.178 Anesthesia services.

415.180 Teaching setting requirements for
the interpretation of diagnostic radi-
ology and other diagnostic tests.

415.184 Psychiatric services.
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